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One svondere why: despite: the great ‘deal at; wringing of hens and the quiet onashing of 

teeth, corruption marches on, Media coverage of the incidence of corruption has evoked no 

positive action to eliminate. it, Ask ‘anyone, even ‘the proverbial man on-the street, 

Everyone will quote facts and fi apes recount stories, ‘Tumours and incidents to assert its 

prevalene 3 ie 

public morality ae 

"Tf the. incidence and even toletannce of coPRiption ig the sreyaiing: mode of SuBne. life in eS 

_ some ‘quarters, ‘how do we. explain public apathy ?. The perpetuation of legal, immoral ee 

ee undemocratic actions with impunity surely calls for an explanation, ; . 

3 Corruption: can be pervasive because those i in positions: of power and privilege a are linked toe es 

~ these malpracticés: One could argue that’ if those in power protect and condone ‘these 

_ malefactors, aren’t these by the same. token corruption ? The use of strong arm tactics, ~. 

- even acts of terror to presérve privilege. ‘creates an environment of fear, submission | and 

oS silence: The use ofa secret police, and death ‘squads’ to silence criticism and protest, - 

_ induces t both terror and apathy. Such a regime is itself an embodiment of corruption, and One ne 

. uses various means ‘to suppress. ‘and subvert the public conscience. eee 

= Without: the 1 means. to express. public criticism, without the possibility of ‘acting. on the” ae 

ee basis of the individuals’ conscience in Parliament, without means for citizens’ ‘and the’. 

~~ electors to. convey. their criticism or indignation through a member of Parliament, there is 

2 N10, ‘method of yoicing or organising criticism of public figures. The politicians now are not = 

ze guided. by. democratic norms of responsibility. and Accountability. Politics has become an 

‘exercise In naked power, immune to public eriticism.. Politicians now have POWEE but not © 

authority ~ = certainly, not. legitimate authority. . 

- We have to ask ourselves where this state of affairs is. s Tending us to? We should pay heed 

“to possible unacceptable consequences. ie See Pe 

ar to deliver us 5 fon the oe of Se puptian: “First the one 

meee ] alread y seen in the recent past; so ‘called liberators who follow. undemocrat 

# ~ practices: ‘and set: themselyes up asthe removers of corruption, “but at the point. of a‘gu 

ae Wel have had enough of them. The other’ possibility’ lies‘in the armed forces, who may a 

ing corrupt politicians and malpractices.. ‘Though this possibility seems remc 

the future holds. Corruption could provide the pretext. 

‘Two kinds of messiahs may. appe 
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