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constraints for the time being. On the other hand, how the money 
is going to be spent will decide the socio-economic and 
environmental outcome of the external aid received. 

We need to recognise and face the challenge of linking post-tsunami 
reconstruction to peace and post-war reconstruction and 
development. This is the time to do it and we cannot afford to miss 
this historic opportunity. I submit the following idcas for discussion 
at the PPD sessions. 

Work towards creating a broad and principled alliance to 
resist the ongoing politicisation, centralisation, militarisation 
and corporatisation of relief and reconstruction; this 
involves the formulation of an alternative policy and an 
agenda for action. 
Demand a quíck withdrawal of the foreign troops from Sri 
Lanka, and a non-military arrangement for relief and debris 
clearing operations. 
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Mobilise the victims of the tsunami and discuss the proposed 
regulations on coastal settlement and land rights with a view to 
formulating the people's demands and developing an agenda 
for action. 

POLITY 

Defend the fishing rights of the small fishers and resist any 
attempt by governiment to weaken or deny their customary rights 
to fishing grounds. 
Organise a campaign for the immediate revival of the peace 
process. 

Professor N. Shanmugaratnam is attached to the Norwegian Agricultural University, Norway 

Expand the PPD process to include dialogues between tsunami 
victims from the South and war and tsunami victims from the 
NE (Tamils, Muslims and Sinhalese) with a view to 
strengthening solidarity and to learn new ideas regarding 
reconciliation, reconstruction and development. 
Mobilise international support for durable peace and inclusive 
and equitable development in Sri Lanka. 
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