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relations and structures signifying class, caste, ethnic, religious or 
any other category relevant to these societies. Class will be a term 
that will be especially shunned. These are the social structures 
through which people have existed before the tsunami struck. The 
impact of the tsunami is also mediated through them. By the use 
of the terms like IDPs the agencies will not only miss this social 
dynamics but will also deprive people of their identities. 

Promoting Markets 

W hen it comes to economic development, there will be a 
relentless promotion of markets. There will be some relief 

from the pressures of the market in the short term. But there will 
not be any serious questioning of fundamental ideas that have 
dominated economic development. It is interesting to monitor how 
far the aid money that will flow in because of the tsunami will be 
utilised for this purpose. Often disasters provided opportunities to 
overcome the resistance of the population and promote the interests 
of capital. One example is the debate about the policy of not 
allowing construction within 100 meters of the coastline. The 
dynamics of the development model has a lot to do with the fact 
that many poor people live along the coastline, sometimes as 
squatters or illegally occupying land next to the sea. They have 
been there open to the ferocious attack of the tsunami either because 
they could not either afford to live in any other place or had been 

virtually pushed to the coastline to make way for new developments. 
The fishing community have lived there in order to ensure their 
meagre living. They could be removed under the guise of 
rehabilitation from these locations without providing a proper 
alternative so that the big developers can be given access to this 
land. Therefore the poor, who have already been hit by the opening 
up of markets before the tsunami, will have to struggle with the 
same forces, now with the devastating impact of the disaster. 

Asking Questions 

A major question that many people in Sri Lanka will be asking 
in the context of this large flow of aid for tsunami 

rehabilitation is whether there will be room to question some of 
these fundamental ideas that have dominated aid agencies' in the 
country. A space that will allow not only a questioning of the broad 
generalisations and dominant ideas in economic and political 
development with which they work, but also give opportunities to 
ideas that get generated locally. During the last two decades, aid 
agencies have become a key political actor in Sri Lanka. Their role 
has been important both in the promotion of capitalism and in trying 
to find a solution to the civil war. With this large aid flow their 
political role will be enhanced. How they will make use of this 
new found influence will be critical for the future of Sri Lanka. 

Sunil Bastian is a Research Fellow, International Centre for Ethnic Studies, Colombo. 

23 

POLITY 

S AeNTlASS 

IBRAPY * NO 



{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

