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the long tem. For example, although the Bangladesh camps where 
the Rohinga communities were settled met their material survival 
requirements, they did not provide any other opportunities for 
human development and increased the suffering of the displaced 
nersons. Given the availability of global literature documenting 
experiences from disaster contexts offering widely accepted good 
práctice guidelines, it is unacceptable that such bad development 
practice continues on the part of the state and international agencies. 

Internationally, there has been a move towards the iplanning for 
and withi displaced populations rather than the iplanning ofi their 
temporary settlements, so that displaced populations can live with 
relative dignity and security, and work towards self-reliance in their 
new or temporary communities (Chalinder, 1998). There needs to 
be an awareness of the diversity of the displaced population (for 
example, caste, class, religious and gender differences) and their 
diverse needs, as well as the interactions between the new 

setlements and host populations. It is imperative that current (hasty) 
decisions should not lead to more serious long-term problems in 
the future. 

Key issues to keep in mind when planning for temporary settlements 
are those of protection, security, socio-cultural context, the needs 

of especially vulnerable groups, access to services and livelihoods. 
environmental concerns, relationship with local population, and 
coordinated service provision. Protection needs of the displaced 
populations (especially potentially vulnerable groups such as 
women or children) should be part of all needs assessments taking 
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into account the possible negative impacts of relief operations 
(Chalinde, 1998; Darcy, 1997). 
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