if the Mustins of the south cast of Sri Lanka using the strength of
their number petaway with a separale adiministeative unit the other
Muslitris in the east will e left athe wnder merey of the LTTE, 1
shudder (o iagine the conseguence of this scenano, | beg the
proponents of the administrative umit o rethimk of ther demand in
the weneral interest of the Muslins wrd | appeal to them nol b
driven by factional advanmges

Om the proposal of constnmtional and legal safeguards in o merged
northeast provinee it should be reiwersted (e these safepuards
would noteven warth the paper on which they would be writiwn i
the majority community decides o override them, 1T the
constitutional puarantces are o safepuard then why e (he Tatnls
fighting for o hamicland and autonomy” Wiy cammot they live with
such saferiards under 4 unitury constimstion? There s il
purtskle] feon) recent histary to prove this point. Tnthe cose of former
Pakiztan it had all the safepaards jn the constingion (o promect the
nterests of the Henpalls Hvimg s easiem wing, What Tappencd?
e wiktern wirs Livdi speakery dictasorially mmiposed their wishey
on the Bengalis and dedided 1o walk over oll eonstitutivnal
podstraints, Theresull was Bangladesh. At f¢sst for the Bengalls
the tefritorial Riztus Hetwesn tlie cast ind swest faeilitaed the
creation ol Raneladach Tn S Lanka the M sl ims i pol kave that

luxury in ¢ase of o prolonged conflict with the Tarmls. 1 harafore,
one should not be-deluded by the promise of constisiranal
safepuirds in o federation where the mdependencs of tha juthonry
teelf would comie under préssurs-from the miajorily.,

The most sensitle propesul 1510 leave the north and cast s they
e, Let the foderal solution consist of two couneils one for the
narth and another for the eust. Therewill bie Mushns o the northem
sector u8 there had beon before. Tet the expetts provide all the
snfeguards necessary Lo protect the interests of those Muslims and
let us witriess haw the LTTL would respect those pravisions. 1 the
LITE administfation In the north prioves ta be accommiodulive:
peaceful, and democsatic (then bere may be a change of hearl
amongst Muslims of the eust at i Iater smage to merge wilh nasth.
For the moment the wounds inflicted by the LTTE tire g and
there s deéep misinust Bven the Tamils of the Eastern Frovamon
wonld ugree with me insilence. Thie TTTE s afready working to
erude the strength of the Mushim commumny 0 the east through
eeniimic asphyaiaion and phvsical exoulsion: The farlure testap
this tremd by the curreny peace negciaions m thetr eagemess 1o
appease the LTTE will only Palestiniamze the Hastern Provinee
and the Tosical vetcorme of that will be an ewrfidiah in Sni Lanks,
The Cuvertines — LTTE— Mus!ims darifadah 154 cruel equation

g
R Rt

Profedsor Amoer Al teaches il the University of Bru

e

IMPRESSIONS OF JAFFNA

Rebecca Wialker

_I_ 1 dune 2002 had e opporunity tovisil I az port ol

a cultural exchangs progeaint arganised by the 8SA This
cxpericnce ppened My eyes to ooworld  previously urkeown 1o
me; a4 world of destriction, poverty and pain, but mest of all
desperation For peace, The followang is o summary of my lastivg
nnpressions of Jaffna, which imount w the importanes of # kind
ol peaice that listens 1o the muled voies of thase whe continue o
sulfer

First Impressions
w mvrerurm ta Colombo frem Jalina, many pecple asked

0 e whiether | had enjaved my rip, | was nover sure/hiow 10
reply IF T retlectad solely upon the warm and gencrous welcome |
received, thewonderful smel] of steaming piles of freshly eooked
dosal ermartating From the stone beorth and the unrelenting kmdness
provided by my hast Tanul Family then vas | did enjoy my=aif 111
dwelled upon the luridly beautiful temples deearated w enpinis
tashings of red and gold and the trips | made around the city perched

28

ale thehand lebars of o [rend s bevele. then agamn ves, 1 did enjoy
myaelf. Bur unlbriunoeely these are nal the only thonghts dnd
pictares That construct my memaones of Jaling. Digspite the pleasure
of these individual moments, they are over-ridden by pther, more
ararminent mnd oltendisraptive memornies, The following e stine
oof the images whieh stick o my mond and which | believe most
apcurgtely convey my impressions of lafine

When | prowre Jaffng | am cenfronted with yivid and haunting
imases of row upon row of bleak and dévastited houses. The
remuinine shellsof some sl hintarthe splendid homes they cmce
were, although most kave become indistinguishuble [rem the next
by their balles hole grabiti and the leaves and folisge dat have
twisted oparnud them, burying all evidence of former life. These
buildings have Jong betn ghundaned, emptied ofevervihing, e
ther silence still speaks valomis ol the terror il sufferinge tha
drove then mhohiams away ina hasty refreat. They stimd inrubble
armdst the wast areas of desorted. bamen sernbiand. brows and
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muscrable, marked by the skull and crossbones danger sim of
Sndmines,

Envisage the beautiful and innocent faces of small, malnourished
childreh, sguattinie in u hEphazatd quese behmd Vermbadl Road
a5 they wait 0 tum Lo collect water from the public tap. Lich time
| Cycled past them | reegived ehorus crics of White girl, hello or
fellohelln, | love you Rellowed by dissolution into fits of wigales

Although the memory ol this sight brings a smile te my face, it
also reveals the reality of the everyday strugple faced by adults

and children sliké. No homes, no jubs, no food and no hope— the

exissence that this bloody eonfliat has enforced upon so mary:

Ancther image that siichs in my mind is 2 camp for the displaced.
Here a large mumber of (ymities were eramped into small huts
patched logother from plastic sheeting and palm leaves. Hardly
ary had un income and relicd upon dry tations provided by
mtermitional reliel agencies, Whilst some womer moved around
tustly calleeting waler and weshing theis chifdren, others sat silently
with the men, balanced on their haunelies amd sticring blansly ahead,
I hey uppeared hordened w their (g, consamed by an undemanding
sticismi they hid noshing and asked for nothing, | particularly
remember a small girl stood in (he enrance w her hue. Her filer
ard sriother were Both in hospital, leaving ber m charge of hor two
sinall bidthers who were plavinz cnickeet in the eentre of (he CHIT.
Although 1 couldn t speak hes lungunge, ber huge sad eyves and
thin malnourished budy said it all the everyday strueele for

strvival, the suffering amd fear, butworst olull the lack of chunge
despite this time of so-called peuce. War has been her life and
cantinues 10 be so. Talk of peace séems 10 have vhangod nothing,

L eompare this to my meeting with an officer, head of the arm i
Jalina: Cushioned in his black lesther cheir, in what tsed 1o he the

best hotel in Jaftna he mfoms me of the wonders of the mighty Sri
Lankan aomy. The army be says has built Jaffng up Lo what it is
naw a eity with minming witer and food in the shops, For the
Brigadrerthe war 15 eut and diied, suyried by the LTTE und fnished
by his army. "The LTTE destroyed laffna" he tells me: we [the
army] rebuilt W T eannot helo but wonder liow an attitde can
belp to huild 4 peaceful solulion. All that he says und represents
stagzest (hal his interests do not lie with the community of Taffaa,
The Jatfnahe knows 15 made sponly oFhis boimdarics and borders.
encty grcuinds and arrmy camps, [C15 apparent thist ae & unawane
that for many in and around Julfra, food and runming water 1s no
vompensalion forche Lves that hiave been destroved, and even these
twasimple things are not uvatlshle for all wo enjoy. That young il
i the refuges campeesnzinly cunneat.

Allround Sri Lanka there 1tk of peaca, Pegie s o word thal
seens 10 slip easily ofl the twngue and comseijneatly te meaning
tor medalings of peace has bevn compromised. Fam begitont
use 1his word, 1o jom the ranksof these who throweiearonnd ng e
guick=fix answer westick 8§ Lanka back sogether. Pease may b
the baeword 1o Sry Lanka gr this presend e but 3t iga word
often used withous cvalification wd withoo! consideration of s
mEny mearnngs In laffoa, just o mention ol the Tamil sword Cor
petce. Sarmurdhanam . conjured up arins tha Lt the whale fage,
But once you scrteh beneath the surfacs of sush immediste and
innoeent delght, you lay bare the fear of what is to come, Push
aside the imtial hope and belicl and vou fnd that theré is dlsa a
sense that the vhance for change is slipping away. The bazaars
ey be buzzing with activity and $ilicd with the Tocal produee oF
palmyrah hackels, jueezery, mangocs wnd prwns; but thereis sl
tenr thut the veality of a peaceful solution will drife off) plusing
the country onee again into a muous of vickenie, deprivation and

cspair. [l
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