TAIWAN, TALIBAN, TALTWAN?
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l mshe thind round of pesce tafks the United Marional Party-

ke povernment of S Lanks and the: Tamil Tigers agreed
o seaeeh S fewderaf potinscat solution within s anited Sri Lanka.
ASSer meee B me monthis of evasion of eny political discussion
o s sehme conilict, this is a welcome development. They must,
Bem=es Sollow throush on this: Abxiety nboul not jeopsrdizing
PES=Soms eyt l=mpt the TINT-led government 1o aboid pursaing
el ssestions aboul the permanant political settlerment, B
SvaSng a discussion shout o permanent political solution will not
b= e same as evading & permancntsolution. 1T they avoid working
out & permatient political scttlement. the solution on the grodnd
will Secome the pormanentsalution: There 1ss distinet possibality,
Shossh mot vt probability, of a de facto state fnthe Morth and Eust
ot 50 Lamkn smeremy os such a permanent seliion, Whad will
s maie book like?

Taiwan

T he first passibility (s a Toiwan-stvle de melosiate selup

the Nomhvof 5o Lanka, Thisstwee. like Toiwan, wonld nol

Se recognized by the mternational communitv (=9, (he Unitéd
Sationsi asa lepal s, However, absence ofofficinl recemnition
Wikl pot preciude key members ol thi intermational commiunite from
STERTng N aci recognition thravigha ranpe o ties, Fom econmnic
o Svem defence agrecments.  This-state would b g highly
Eetesees sami= with strong ties 10 glabal markets, including
BesSeesse 5 Lanka for both expor= and smpars: The poltical
seucese of ihe St will be autoeratic and 1t will be ruled by one
politcs! party, 1o this cese the Timil Tepers. Poliiical dissent will
sf be Wolorsted However, other communities — Sinhalesz o
Trmcomakee and Mueslins m the East will be, provided they
exespt Toger nule and desis fnwn making politica] clams along
ethnic or any other lines.  Hopes for democracy will have to he
pinmed less on 1he intemnal agitation of human riehis snd polincal
=ctivists and more om the possibility that participation i the global
market will compel even the most autecratiy regime to cstablish
some elements of the nile of law 1o erdforce business coniraces.
Afthough a Tavwan-sivile Felam may not lead oa stable poage; it
may =l lead roan unstable pesce on the-busts that business 15
gond for peace and peace s good lor business,

Taliban

he second possibility 150 Tuliban-stvle de ficto state sctup
i the North of Sii Latika, This stlé-will be govornod by
=n extrenist interprotation of Tamll datibaaliso, 1wl oscilkite

betwern grandiose visions of extending Tamil rule over parts of
South Indid gt the risk of aliensung Tndia, or limiting i rule wo the
Morth ol 5ri Lanks m prder nol to antagonize India, Eithar way
will stk Lo build tes to Tamil extremist elements of India s South.
While this Talihan-sty'e Eelimowill also have globul dealings, its
palitical and husiness dealingswill be primurily with oroanizations
thal enpaee inhumanitaran and relieassistance, or that are manned
by the Tamil disspora; or that are exirp-legal sach as money
Fumderers and arms deslers, Depending on whethier or not the
adiacen! paliticsl entity, the government of S Lanka, 5 prowviding
fewath support s bebaviour will range From petulance — when i
gets evervthing 1t wanis 0 provvocation when it dnes not pet
wvery thing it wants, iy nolpossibie for this siluston o lust long
withou! detenianme info war Whals S Lanka wall previnl
s war, the gost ol this will be thetatal desiriiction of the Naorth
and Fast The remnants nf the Muslim and sinhala communines
fiving In thnge areas, along witly ether Tamils who do not sccent
uuteeratie rule will e expelled or Killed in she run-up 1o the war,
Tumils whio are too poor to flee and the d-zhards wha susport 1he
Tulibanestvle Eelam will remain fighting.

Taliwan

he third possihility isa Talvwan style de Bcto stare that

includes elements of Tabwan and Tabban, This state will
combing the namow mulitarist idealogy ofa Taliban-style state with
the coonomie strengih of o Taiwan-sivle state. bt will have
siccesstul business dealings witl the glubal ecomomy, moging frsm
the lrclt W 1he dlcit This will eouble the state 1o simulmneously
develop economically and re-afm militacily, The Taliwan-steic
state witl be tom botween military ageression dnd ectnonmie growilh,
Winle its namow ideology and military strength will lead it
proveke confhict, its econoimic success from businesy denlings will
fead 1t lo avedd eonflict. Mowever, Tuliwan-style Eelam will be
unatible because there will be no intemal political refort. Local
busincsamen will lack the moral courge snd fareipn businessoen
the ecunumic stakes o push for refoimn, The miliariss will point
to the Suveess of business w thwarr reform. s military sirength
combined with s ccanomng efMciency will make stch an Eelam o
Formidable miltary mackine. 1P Eclam goes woowar, S Fanka will
have W keep on Aghiing hut o remendous cost. This de Tacto
stute will letd 1o the destruction of the entire island. It is still oo
carly in the pence process 1o know which one ol these de ficlo
stures will emerge. However, i isnol o carly 1o know that it the
pepce progess 45 nol coreluded with o feders| evsiem where all
reople can lve as politieal equals, nne of these will. .
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