GOVERNMENT + L.T.T.E - MUSLIMS = INTIFADAH: THE
CRUEL EQUATION IN SRI LANKAN PEACE PROCESS
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T he fact that after nearty swo docades ol fighting, deatfcard
destruction the warring pactics in Sri Larkn lave decided
to sit-around the nepotiting table to lilk pesce 1 fdesd a
wieleoming reliet ta the sulffering musses of Sn Lanka. The Norway
peace brokers. the 8o Lunkan gevernrment, and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eclam should be congratulted individually and
collectively for making this change possible. The world of |83
when the LTTE commenced its armed siruggle and the world of
2003 thut 15 witnessing the peace-making process operating iv
Tha:land are vastly dilferent. With a single super power arrogantly
dictating its wishes 1o the whole world international opinion makers
are threulening W baptise the Freedom fighters of previous decades
s lerrorises of the 21" centiry; This is buund 1o undermine any
positive imaee und legitinsaoy ol all srganised political reststance,
A peacelul reselution o the ettinie erisis in S Lanka has (herefore
become more imperntive now thim ever belore,

Ethnic Complexiry

w hile welcoming the peace initiative the workd misthe made

aware of 1he reulity of the situation i the mam thestre of

setion in S Lanka e, of the ethnie complexity and conflieting
communul interests in the norh and east 6f the country. The el
that there arc three mujor varables in the ethinic equation is offen
concenled or conveniently Forgolien when explamng the situation
to the putside world, While the Tamilz are the prodominint majorine
n Ihe merthern sectar of the island the Siohalese amd Mushims
topether form the mujority in the vust, In fict; there i 8 rough
balatee of papulation power dnongst the Tamil, Sinhalese dnd
Muslim eominmunities 1n the Eastern Provvines. Tharefore (o sl
the world that the north and east 07 56 Lanka 1= the histoneal land
of Tamil Felam and helonas o the Tamils only isa distorion of
tentity. Even during the pre-eolnnial era when the island was
politically divided mto theee Kingdoms the Trineomalee, Batticaloa
and Amparai districts of oday s Eastem Province were never s
part of the Jaffha Kingdom under Tonil culers, Thus when speaking
ghiout the Tamil problem in Sri Lanka this difference betwieen the
qorth dand eas: must be made crveral clear. Morcovet, within the
Tamil commuriity also the social structure of the Bastern Mroviiee
Tamr'ls i distinctly different from their northern brethien. The east
giructure of the Edsem Tamils, and their customary laws and
tradisions are not the same as i the nosth, Thi customary lows of
chevavetlaprad (e north sradicalby defferent from the ik ean
Tawes of thoecast

More than the differences within the Tamil community it is the
pregediea of a strang Muslim eomnmimry an the Eastern Prvvinee
ti makes the elhinie equation marecomplex. Fora g time there
his bgan adelihernie attempt by politicians and political sciertists
of 5#1 Lanka to downplay the sienificance of the Muoslim commmainity
irthe ethme problem: The entire iSsue was frealod w2 one helween
fhi: Tamils aml Sinhalese only and tie Muslin variable was 1oty
ignored receiving publie mesntion only when it susted the polimieal
agenda of rivalling poiitical parties to pain Muslim voles during
elaction timeés: The Tamil leaders themselves through dubiows
arpuments in the past hud tried without suecess (o prove that the
Muslims are slso Tumils but belong 1o o different relipion like the
Christian Tl eormmuniy. Feam Ramanathan inthe 19" cantury
Lo Prabsakagai it the 20 that situation has not changed. This is the
outeome 6f @ pross misundesstmdmg smd conliston about the
wlentity of Sr Lankan Mushms. [ havie deult sath this problem
guite extensively in other places and (here 18 no need torepeal
here. What should be emphusised Tor the present purposs o5 that
ethbicily 15 sccondary to & Muslim whose wlenlity ds primarily
refighons. The monent one becomes a Muslun ol ether identinzs
fade owny. Even the borgiony in Indiz-when they vevert 1o Isiam
lose their previous socm| identity and becomo onequal compeneit
af the Muslin anmmat, This unique characteristic of Tslam i rarely
understeod by non-Muslims. When Romanathan rateed the issue
of ethmie sdentity of the Mushms bistruc intention was political 11
hecould convines the Britshorulers of the fime tha Muslims in Sni
Lanka were cthoicully Tamabs he conld then argpe thar separate
representanon for Muslims i the then Legishative Council, which
the colonin] government was then conlemplaling, would be
superilupus, This wis why Muslion conumunty leaders lthe L L
ML Absbur Accoeial that e realised the politeal ureency 1o discover
& separdle ethme wentity lor the Muosms and guickly peked the
name Moor which was nothingbul anaccidaoiml epiiher bestowed
by the Pomuguese who themseives were eonfused m the 167 century
ahout the collectve wdentivy of the Musinsithey canfionted. Teday
although the name Moor has been officially avcepizd as an ethuic
appeilition no Muslim in S Lanka identifies hinylerse!Fas a Moor,
thunks 1o the religious awakening umongst the Muslims in recent
decadis, This is why the Muslims of the Faswem and Northem
provinces sre-naot prepared Weaceept the LTTE notion of Isl@miyath
Thamizhar,

The Eastern Provitce Muslims account ten neariy one- lhird ol he
region s population stiength, Another one-third comes from the
Sinhaless whoare concentratad in the electorates of Trimsomaley,
Kantalai, and Amparai, Omly the last thivd ars Tamils. The gurrent
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PEACE PrOCERS APREAE o conveniently ianore-this poptlation
complexity ms hasteto appesss the LTTEfar a political solution.
Herein lies (he danger.

The Mustims of the Eastern Provines have been Fiving in amity
amid conicord with the Tamuls over snce the formerszttied in there.
Even now they have no reservition in doing so. In fact, if there is
any remon in S0 Lanka whene multicalturalism hasbeer in prachice
uniil the LT TE came mio the seena it is e Egstemn Province. The
LITE s polincal obiectives and philosophy 1= 0 serioug threal to
thts multicuitunsl cohesion. The LTTE 1op hicrarchy in spite of its
rhctonc as the sole representative of the entire Taniil community
5 i cssemce g narthem club, by area communders in the east have
oniy & margimal role inmaking policy decisions. Even before, when
the Federal Party claimed sole representation of the Tamil
community it the 19605 19708 and 19808 e Tamil fem the
Eastern Provinee let alons o Musiim could Captare that party s
lcadership. The polinieal history of ore of that party < firchrands
from the east. C. Rujadura, can speakvalumes an JafTna leadership,
The fear of rorthem hepemony runs deep incthe heans snd minde
of muany, To the Muslims in parbeular it i« more than a fear. [t e
faal.

Tyranny of the North

hy s this? Let me answer the quastion brjefly bit safely

Prom the Muclim point ofview, 11 is i the field ol education
that the Muslime first experienced the tyrsnny o7 northern
hegemony. This goes back to the pra and erly decades of
independence when the northérn Tumils had o virtual morepsly
over government johs imcluding teaching. The strugele for separnle
Muslim schoelsin the country sinee thesixties 183 5 ent to STHTOnY
10 the bitterness and disappointment 15t tezchiers from the torh
had ereared amonyst the Muslims. 1 have dealt with this issue in
detail elsewhere. OF course one cannet penernlise and there were
TmETuS exceptions tothe aeneri] pattern. Howeder. the nosmal
partern was-significantly different feom mdividual exceplions_ In
the field of public admimsiration also bosses from Jaffna rarely
shuwied fatmess toother communities when it comes o providing
erffipheyrent in government deparments, In fcn the ot cause of
today s ethiie crisls in Srf Lanka could be iraced hack to thie
probiem. The Sinhalese and Mushins sullered From this
discritingtion,

A sumple comparison will higkTioht why the Muslms m the Fastemn
Province ure aitaid of JalTna leadership, 'The Muslims of Mannar,
Jaftna, Vavunivas and Kilinocheht aave been living with thi Tamils
in the north for centuries, Compare thew progress in the fiald of
tducation and ceonomic advancement with the proaress of thisir
brethren in the Eastern Prevince. A soctally more talerant and
peiticelly more democrazic environment in i he east has helpid the
Muslims ddvance in several areas while a sochully repressive and
pelitically restricrive environment in the north has made the
Muslims in the nonb w remain stagnant and subsarvient. The
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Muslims i the north wore never a challenge to the educationl
and economic [ortuncs of the Tamils. In spite of this they were
evicted from their villages within twenty-feur bours by the LTTE

The LI'TE High Command has also threatened with eviction notices
o {he Mustins i the Eustern Provines:

Ihe Tamils of the cast are more tolerant and less puwer hunery
than their brethrenin the nodh, A sriculture and cultivation demands
uriste the Mushim and Tomil coenmunities mare than anvibing else.
Thiseeonomic nesus is the sitgle primary factor that separates the
north from the cast. LTTE 5 violence during the last two decades
hus driven the Muslins lrom their paddy Hields and has deprived
themeaftheir bread, | e unprovoked and bloady massscre of more
than |00 Muslims inside @ mosque in Kattankudy and egually
viclous and bloody slavghiers in Eravur, Oddamavady and
Mirsvodat in the Batticaloa eleciorale, the comtiniing ahductions
of Muslim civibians and gxtortions from Muslim businessmen, all
by the LTTE foot soldiers, have deepencd the fear and inistrust of
uffrn leadership, At the moment there is avicious L1 TE caripaign
in the cast asking the Tami’s not to do any business with Muslins
and issuing thrents to the Muslings to sell their Tands back 10 the
Tamils 2l o price curren) at ledst 2 century aga, How can the
Muslims hopt to live peacelully in a mened norh-cast province
where their proportionate strength will be drstically reducad? No
amount of constitutional safezuards and legal constraints will be
erBtIEh to prolect monority imeres:s if the majonty decides o Eapire
thiern. Thie Tarmil struggle for sutonomy and mdepEidences s proof
1 itselt for this titked tith,

Solution

‘ hat is the solulion for the Muslims! Al the moment there

arg two being contemplated and debated, Cne is 1o ave o
separate Muslim Adiministraiive Unit for the south-castern part of
the Eastern Mrovinee which would include the clectorates of
Kalmusit, Nintwvur and Sammanthurai, and Pottuvil and the other
%t enshrine legal and constimational safepusrds for the interesrs
of the Muslins in 2 federal constitutios: fora mereed Morth-Eastern
Provinee excluding the Amparai electomste, The so-called Muslim
Administritive Unit will be a disaster 1o tha Muslims of Katankondy,
Ervur, Visluichenas, Oddamayady, Mirmvodal. Kinni va; Mutur and
viher sawns of Muslim concentation in the northern scctor of
Enstern Provinee. There 1s a historica! purallel here in the strngeli
for Pukistan in the nincteen lortics, There slso MusHims who were
predommantly sreong in the rorth of Tndia cecated the Muslim
League and [sughe for Pakisan. With their pooulation stengik
they were ina better posstion o provide securiny o Musling interests
apaivst any threat from the Hindu fanatics. Had they rermained with
India there would hasve been a balance o7 power between the twao
communitizs and much of the aresent arrociiies infl:cted upon the
Muslims by the Hindus foday could have been avoided. But the
northers Muslims were bent ot sepuration and went away with
Fukistar, The Muslims who were left behind in India are now
expenencing the tragic consequerces of that separation. Sirmlarly

POLITY



if the Mustins of the south cast of Sri Lanka using the strength of
their number petaway with a separale adiministeative unit the other
Muslitris in the east will e left athe wnder merey of the LTTE, 1
shudder (o iagine the conseguence of this scenano, | beg the
proponents of the administrative umit o rethimk of ther demand in
the weneral interest of the Muslins wrd | appeal to them nol b
driven by factional advanmges

Om the proposal of constnmtional and legal safeguards in o merged
northeast provinee it should be reiwersted (e these safepuards
would noteven warth the paper on which they would be writiwn i
the majority community decides o override them, 1T the
constitutional puarantces are o safepuard then why e (he Tatnls
fighting for o hamicland and autonomy” Wiy cammot they live with
such saferiards under 4 unitury constimstion? There s il
purtskle] feon) recent histary to prove this point. Tnthe cose of former
Pakiztan it had all the safepaards jn the constingion (o promect the
nterests of the Henpalls Hvimg s easiem wing, What Tappencd?
e wiktern wirs Livdi speakery dictasorially mmiposed their wishey
on the Bengalis and dedided 1o walk over oll eonstitutivnal
podstraints, Theresull was Bangladesh. At f¢sst for the Bengalls
the tefritorial Riztus Hetwesn tlie cast ind swest faeilitaed the
creation ol Raneladach Tn S Lanka the M sl ims i pol kave that

luxury in ¢ase of o prolonged conflict with the Tarmls. 1 harafore,
one should not be-deluded by the promise of constisiranal
safepuirds in o federation where the mdependencs of tha juthonry
teelf would comie under préssurs-from the miajorily.,

The most sensitle propesul 1510 leave the north and cast s they
e, Let the foderal solution consist of two couneils one for the
narth and another for the eust. Therewill bie Mushns o the northem
sector u8 there had beon before. Tet the expetts provide all the
snfeguards necessary Lo protect the interests of those Muslims and
let us witriess haw the LTTL would respect those pravisions. 1 the
LITE administfation In the north prioves ta be accommiodulive:
peaceful, and democsatic (then bere may be a change of hearl
amongst Muslims of the eust at i Iater smage to merge wilh nasth.
For the moment the wounds inflicted by the LTTE tire g and
there s deéep misinust Bven the Tamils of the Eastern Frovamon
wonld ugree with me insilence. Thie TTTE s afready working to
erude the strength of the Mushim commumny 0 the east through
eeniimic asphyaiaion and phvsical exoulsion: The farlure testap
this tremd by the curreny peace negciaions m thetr eagemess 1o
appease the LTTE will only Palestiniamze the Hastern Provinee
and the Tosical vetcorme of that will be an ewrfidiah in Sni Lanks,
The Cuvertines — LTTE— Mus!ims darifadah 154 cruel equation
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IMPRESSIONS OF JAFFNA

Rebecca Wialker

_I_ 1 dune 2002 had e opporunity tovisil I az port ol

a cultural exchangs progeaint arganised by the 8SA This
cxpericnce ppened My eyes to ooworld  previously urkeown 1o
me; a4 world of destriction, poverty and pain, but mest of all
desperation For peace, The followang is o summary of my lastivg
nnpressions of Jaffna, which imount w the importanes of # kind
ol peaice that listens 1o the muled voies of thase whe continue o
sulfer

First Impressions
w mvrerurm ta Colombo frem Jalina, many pecple asked

0 e whiether | had enjaved my rip, | was nover sure/hiow 10
reply IF T retlectad solely upon the warm and gencrous welcome |
received, thewonderful smel] of steaming piles of freshly eooked
dosal ermartating From the stone beorth and the unrelenting kmdness
provided by my hast Tanul Family then vas | did enjoy my=aif 111
dwelled upon the luridly beautiful temples deearated w enpinis
tashings of red and gold and the trips | made around the city perched
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ale thehand lebars of o [rend s bevele. then agamn ves, 1 did enjoy
myaelf. Bur unlbriunoeely these are nal the only thonghts dnd
pictares That construct my memaones of Jaling. Digspite the pleasure
of these individual moments, they are over-ridden by pther, more
ararminent mnd oltendisraptive memornies, The following e stine
oof the images whieh stick o my mond and which | believe most
apcurgtely convey my impressions of lafine

When | prowre Jaffng | am cenfronted with yivid and haunting
imases of row upon row of bleak and dévastited houses. The
remuinine shellsof some sl hintarthe splendid homes they cmce
were, although most kave become indistinguishuble [rem the next
by their balles hole grabiti and the leaves and folisge dat have
twisted oparnud them, burying all evidence of former life. These
buildings have Jong betn ghundaned, emptied ofevervihing, e
ther silence still speaks valomis ol the terror il sufferinge tha
drove then mhohiams away ina hasty refreat. They stimd inrubble
armdst the wast areas of desorted. bamen sernbiand. brows and

PoLITY
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