IT WAS ELECTION TIME: WHAT DO THE TWO
ELECTIONS SAY?

Javadeva Lrangoda

JACA- 103 5r Lunka's Yearor Floctions, A series of eleclions
ol provineiul councils was held in UE09. The roling TPTA
wing il ol therm with huge marging over the main rival, the
LS Then thove was the mast iimpartant. the presidential
eieclion held on Jannary 26, 2010, The tnoumbent Presidont
Muhinda Kajapaksa won defesting the main challenger,
former Army Commander Sarath Fordeka, The purlianoentarr
elacivon 1o Apnl saw Presidenr Rajapaksa’s UPLA coalicion
gorvei et redurn o power wich 8 near two-thicde magority,
Meapwhile, local govermmmone slactions will reportedly be
held towiarde the end of the vear

Hresidentiod BElecliion

[tbough the election was held i Januury 200080, it was

sonstaetinmally dug in 2001 TPresident Rujupakaa hegan
his first termn in Naoveinber 2005 A presidenrial term,
aceording 1o the Comstiluion, covers a period of sis years

Amneng the fedsis why President Rajapakea advanced the
presdential election by pwn yoars was perdnps (the beliel
that it woild be cazier-to defeat any rival decisively white

ceuilifury

Al propiilacicy was ul dconaiderably high point, The

¥igtary aver the LT'TH in May 20098 wads President |

Pajapakea’s popularity in Binhaless soviely phenumoenalhy
Righ. Rujnpaksaand his advizors may also bave thowsht that
& fdecisive vichory ulpresidential clecrion woubd sst the terme
Foe &n cqiially decisnve victoy ar th parliameuiary elsclivn.
consdmfionaiy due e Aprl 2HHE In cleereral calsulitions.
un incanibent Presidenl would have ro think cagefully about
the axqueiiting of presidential and padiamentary elections,
The: ngwal tactical anking i3 thar it puliawesniary electioms
ave held Tzl the president would run the msk of hiz G
paslismenlarians shawing lukewarm interest in the
prasidentiod election, whers the fale of (e president’ s naxe
tarms is decided. Thue, advanzing the presideptial election
bifare the pacliurentury cloctiom can be seen as s caloulated
AR Giben W enublo the president o ve g, author by
o Pl fegislalure.

3

The st surprising developaient o the ten wp o the
peesulential cleetion wis the coming Torward as the paly
chutlengeroe Riajapaksaof the fommer head of the Acoy which
that Liglped the movemment defedl Qe LTTE in a pva-voar
witense war. Herseks's tandidacy wis bucked by 3 Looad
opposidon coalitien thal incleded o nabikely wllios, the
mighe-fibe il TNT and che tef-natianalia VT The facozhar
the 1T thes padn epposition pacy, secamuodated Cianceal
Sarath Fooseka ax the comimen oppesilive cundidato was
alsd surprising. Uhe usnal oppasiion presidential candidale
would heve boen the pinty's Teader, Bani! Wiskeeimesinghe.

Whar 1§ 00 hed persuuded himoooaccepd, sndorse and thien
Buck w belal nevecomier fe pelitive e the commman prasisddeciial
cincdidate? T factors say huve shaped Wick-snes iuarhe's
thinking. The first was Lhe realizarion that Rajugtes would
moaEny case win e election hzomae af iy pupulurity and
therefore the cppusation comld minictize the margin of
Progudent Rarupaksa's vicron: by felding acandidare with
gredler potential - roopose o cradinle ehallenge Haan
Wickremesinghe eoold. The sceand aensiderilion wis
perhaps the dppuriumly that Fonacka s candidecy ofTercd to
the UNT g wesaken the LIPEA s oty

Howover, Wickiomesinghe's endarzement of Ceperual
Fomeeka's viodulacy orcared considerable intemal disszne
whitluin (e T2 E Some did mor like e TV s prosence in'the
coilition and their backing of Fuossla Qihers dic aar ke
[Leic pariy comecding tooa woo-party candidate, SHH cfhegs
weere wanmisd shoor & mililary man couding an apposilivn
alliwnce. For athar TNT'ers, the AP Backing acandidile
outside 8 ks wis ot aceeptabile. Ullioaiely, the | 8F
continued with che new allinee. Tunseka comrested the
election undzed new elecleral symbal, the Swan,

Frnaeka®s surprising decizion ra challemses his Tormeor
comvander-in-chie! ut the presidentiol eleciion alzoe had
significinve ol a dilfercnt lesel Tr ndicalsd thae the war
eoalilion which Presadent Rajapakas piosided over lor nearly
four years hed split from within, Fonscku and the iy
winhd key prnatininr af this war coalitivn, is Eansela wlg
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seeimed b bave convinced the sce pical polincine Gt
1,
dizplayed a derckminarion and machlessness  thae was nae
Conped i gy af bis predecessors, L fact thoss lioked to the
Covernmen wiers guile prowd o say e theey had “Tound
thcie own Prabhakaran o fight Melupillai Prahhgkaram”

"The fuct et (e JYT Iscanue the miaio sponsoraf Fonseka’s
candidacy alsoiodwated that the TTEA TR T coalition, which
sk 4 ke sommponent ol the war coalies, i reacked the

end nl the towd, The JIVE st may recull had beeo pastung |

pieaumer the LU mihiandby weas possible aned Doasible: He

for @ Handiine military appeoack rothe othnic conifiics within |

Phe 1TPT A coaliton even during the e of Fresideal
Rajapakaa’™s prodeecssnt. Prosident Kumaratungn. 4 thind

Factar was Fopscla™s Jdocisian ta leave his piosicion as the

ey vreated chilet of Thefence St m lawnch his policcal
varcss by challenging his own commander-in-chie?
Thosthtes developedal o persoial level belwesny hion dod
thz leaders ol the povernment’s delence extablishrnent. Whs
has beorig elcar is that thore was a biter personal Tallowl
betersen Fonseba amd the Ragapaksa hrathers, Icading toa
e e clash,

Whe the presidontial cleerion camspaipm begen, the Fonscka
candidlioy seems w ive intredoeed ap el ozor of nnccmaimey
Lz Lhe politcal process o general, DU appeared that the
onvcrmment catahlishment was dedply divided The
goveramant thorefore ook stops m ey dinwn the
siaruficance of Fonscka's challengs. Hosovor, whon the
sleclion camipaign imtensifed, the Fopseka facoor tank tim
rool 1o L politcal debate, aod e aeguiesd areqier swamer
grtentiom thun the government anticipated, Thiy led Lo
sotnething like @ panic rezerion an rhe part ot the LIFES
merverrumenl, and: eraduealle, stakes ol Gee election bacames
extremely high, Inthe last e b thres sk ol e sleclivn
campaig. the goecrnment, profably leftno stome wmuamned”
ir it caRrmpaEien STRrc gy, URing any moans necossary. o stem
what appearcd to bea wave of puhlic suppom for Fonscka.
Al theend, the poverunenl succeeded by puzhiag Fonscks
Trey disley.

Campaign Issues

residens Hajapebaa laonched hisre-election cumpagzn

fron a positiom of rehative sorengrhoover bis main nival
beviuse ef the paputaricy he had enjryeed seithin the Sinhalzse
elos orale wich constiiules alogg T0% ot vote s Hoamver,
Hajopdkea's intenlion wiss oot just Laowil, bl 1o win
decigively and with o comsiderable mareio, over his oaie
rival. Rajapaksa probably wanted Lo secure ol least G5 of

1

LEees woaler, Suwch u viclory with o comsidorabls winning margin
could have given him what he probably heoshs ge g "clear
raandatz,  which coeld theu wiluence e vueme of te
sibseguent paulluneniary elecion as well

Meunw hide, the naturz of Prezident Rajapaksa’s m=xlzction
campaizn changsd insespanse o the ehallénge pased by ihe
main ppposicion sandidata, Savath Fonsaka, Foossia
prezeoted bimzelt as the nulitary B of the viclory over he
LITE, suid seon a cobipellics bepa during the sleciion
wattnprngrl e boowho should el the credit Boc the military
victnry, Rujupaksa claimcd credit for hoing the palitical
lzade s vl sanage] the coesril oopte s, and Paousele clauned
eredit for weenully conducting the war In the procasg, the
Rajapakss campaipn alan presenred che grenmenn fhat
Frnscka represcnted adangeraus teideney, To this aagwmenl;
cwvem & vetived military man eplering polilics wod beviomuns
e president wauld emlineer Jemovoacy, Creals polilical
urzbabiliny cuod be the bepianing of the end ol civiliun
demacracy in B Lanka, 'I'hus, portraying Fonscks as 4
potcatial military dictatac in the mold af Ugands’s B Amin
idx thee D9O0%, was o ke elemenlol Rajapabea's eleclivn
campargn. Ax opposed po onkela, the campaisn pomrved
Rujupaksa a5 the symbol ot stabiliog prosparite and the only
leader to cosure the wotars a bester furoge, In fact, the
adveclsiogroapany Bl was suiusled b el e presidsnl
b Lhe edectorale coimed the slogan “Prosperous FFotore” [Sobo
Anagocfrpatk) af the key theme. 'Tn confrast the porsonality
at President Kajapakss againsr Sarath Fonscka, rhe milirary
man munifonn shewing fus Black gioves, the advorfising
conprany invented The iéand Tabel "Seuzitive Leadec”
herveds Nenverkoree ) The medis s Mooded widh Campatin
sdwertiscmeonts highliphting his virtoes.

oo O e mivel nolable siraesies of the Haupabsd compuign
wiy w0 tonminate the mesdia, particelarly the state-conirollod
medi, until slection day itsclt. Thros things bocame clear in
thiz campaign, the povaer ot idosdoey, The pescr o cxecsrRive
uze of the maedia, and the power of mobilization. W saill
distugs Jo s Jetadl the msue ol ideolus e separdaiely.

Meanwrhile, Sarach Benseka s election campaign ssomed ta
Litve Deep politieally cesapeed weonly by ibe TVTL vk the
supporl of the UME The (agi thal beo partics with wolally
appisine ideslories and perapoctives could come Legrether e
hack Fanscka was surpmizimg. Still more surprising wis the
decigion ot e Tamil national Alliance (TN A and 3 tew other
simall Tamil gromps o ik the candida ey of Fonseka whose
Pahlces conmter-insurzeney steategy lad decimared the Tamil
ceanioclist ebellion josl-a few ek previonsly, s ey
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GUTEpan Lhdmcs: bongek fnonsscd o Wiz o i
o, SORCIMTENG COrmLpTion. enncaitraticn of pewer i
the hands of the Presidons and his frmediate Taly, sund
govemancs. Pamiculay eoordyesialovas o stoement bhe
grade - Sumbae pevspaperin the midst of the alectonm
cuimpilan. susmesting that the defence csrablishmont may
Frave coannnitbad wacvriones " dudiog e lust dave el e var
Presulent Rajdpakea wasied meGmein wsmi the “war crimes”
st o e udvimiass, pomsaying Ennsckd as a trajeor who
seraysd hisoan army the prezident and the cdunbiy. W hen
ez oropagands. campaizn predreased: i became clear that
Fabzeks’s mognardsd commonrs oo the mcsdia had cast him
deaily

Allismeey

presidentinl electian iz usually au ovcasicn For politicel
o] nleologival forees o furie new alfances, 11 s alko
Lhe cose that Uese Torees lend e orevitate sraund the pan
mdin cahdidatzs; theschy <icacing a bipolar framcwork of
cleatoral allianee making. Presideint Rajapaksi’s UPEN 15

alrcsdy ancallinnee of Bie 51 Lok Fresdom Faaty, tew Lell”

pucties LS ST E T Cety Lo Workers' Congmess, Xulign!
Umty Adliunce, Lip=Couniry People's Iron Juthike Hela
Llrurnayy: Belam Peeple’s Demacratic Parmy and 3 graup of
Bel*zonha had crasaod onver froan tve TONTY The TWE & key
b=y o e TPEA codliton. movernment, had Lefr the
ahlidmee e Ticld its rwn candidate, Sarath Frnscka.

The new eoalifinn that ficlded Fomseka o5 18 presidentio]

candidare was Joinfy Jod T-the TV and the TN The S5

Eanka Moshm Con2iess (SLMOY, whach By been nan
vppusibion allznee with e UNE for some yeurs, sl the
pro-l omseka coslition. However, for twn Tamil palitical
prtE e PN S and Westcim Trovinese People’s Front. backine
Foasaba wis vol oo sy deciston becuuse of the laosr's mole

v the war, Besides. Fomsck alan soquins =1
duting the war, Uesides) Fanscka bhad also scquircd the
reqpuletion ol heing @ hardsors Sinbalose natinaalist whocsaa |

sthnic minorinits a8 seaomdary o e tajority SOy
Hevwenn, fanahings Leld betwsen beaders of e Do Lol
paclies o Tonsskis ad paved the way s ther supporting
the “eorneoon eppost o candidats, " Faror, samc-intlocntial
dissident seotiong of the Coplan Workers! Congress (TWE)
ot the planfatian Tamils alen backed Fooseka.

b o

Pl'»‘#ll'h‘l'lr Mlahipia Rajapiksn won the elechion wath x
eatboriable miomiy of 355 ol folal veies costs Armidsl
plletion o risuse el stuls resources and manipalation of

2

reslis by the Begapubian camp, Sarath Fonsekas bas relused
e cupsede deleal, He has chatlaiged the electon fesud
b fiore Lhiee Suprame Coore, sldongh itia surelv g loonsadmeen
UL process wath nedmaesdtang impaetan e owlcame ol the
ctoetom. Thes koy treads o e outcaorne of thie cloccion
prrcniizenl Fislv theelecioral disorcts with.eomesneranions
al sthmie minoriges beva evershabmingly woted Tor e
opposition: candidaty, Secondly, Presidenl Rajapaksa hag
ohratacc littie suppeat W the vrbin sleclorulss: wasne cthiic
manorities as walioas the social eliles rpresent & Sizeabls
share af the veters, Thicdly. wod ssuimating Irom Lis first
ansd secoud; ds W Dot i President Bajanakiza's main-snd
elpgrgsst supporl bass 85 i the moral districts and ameig the
viers of the Tajarine Sinhale 32 commuiy,

These e fuctore might weigh heavily an the policy agendi
af the Hajapskay ragime n i secood wro Dhoe way o
intcrpret these trendds s (o say thal ths uinorities wne oleirly
catranged from e Rajapaksn repime. I this post-slactinn
eane il eauhine oul W ethme minontics, particolarky the
Taraneils, will be eisenial tyaddross this docpsenss of ol v
alignution and for Sei Lanka’s politizal stalility Tu o piess
inberaiew fo the NPTV felevision clanoeTol Tndi soun wbles
the cloetion mesnlt was aunousted, Presilenl Bajupakss
asscrted that he had o “plan® W address mimeriny gricvancss.

Fafbowt

I[L!:'::::lin:___rl;-',t pnsehi. an abgohitz newcomer ta S Lanka’s
poliiuzy, managed v pose 8 credible challenge 1o e
gurnbsny peesidene. He had a refarivele Trisd pecioed [ur
campsicning and rrabilization The sesources Tie bad Tor the
Camnpaina wers meagng compared with Qe immense stale
resompees that: President Rajapaksa-and hiz comp had
depluved weensure his re-cloetion. Eot g wook or ran, there
weas goedmedrnibls was of pubhc suppurl o fuveur of
Frensoka, of Copeerad Maforkitiar, e many peopic on the
stiesl relerpel b tome Iromically; he alsa became the: firsr
high profits casoulty of the lanaary peesid 2acial Clection A
tere duys arter the clection, the povenimnenl wrssted him on
# varicry ot unzpacific chargsy cluding plunmings e nxilitary
eonrpe Slbseguoeitly, T has been broaght hefaes toon mitisem
etz oo cherees ol cormuption and cngaeing iy prlitics while
beiny 1 militoy service.

Hointers

i Pramdential sleouon campaipn as el sz poat-clastion
deveopmiencs indicats quite eloasly ciar S Lanka™s
domimant political class i decpiy and antagcnizlcally
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divided. Reconciliation does not seem to be possible at |

present. The subsequent parliamentary election further
sharpened these divisions and antagonisms. The tragedy of
electoral democracy in Sri Lanka is that elections do not
seem to help the political class to negotiate and settle its
contradictions and resolve problems in the polity. Rather,

to false agendas and in turn to invent and pursue enmities.
Nevertheless, parliamentary elections are crucial for Sri
Lanka to allow a new political balance of forces in the country
to emerge. The post-election regime formation should show
how political power is reconfigured through coalitions.

The end of the violent civil war and the dramatic demise of
the LTTE have created a significant political disequilibrium
in Sri Lanka. Crucially, the LTTE was not there in January
2010 to shape the outcome of the presidential election, as it
was the case in 1994, 1999 and 2005. Meanwhile, although
the war coalition has disintegrated from within, a new post-
civil war political equilibrium has yet to take shape. Thus,

although the civil war is over, the trajectory of the island’s |

post-civil war politics is still in the process of being formed.
. One has to suspend one’s assessment of the possible paths
of Sri Lanka’s future politics until the shape of the new
configuration of political forces becomes clearer during the
first half of 2010.

Parliamentary Election

he presidential election was quickly followed by the

parliamentary election which was held on 8, April 2010.
Sri Lanka’s legislature has an official term of six years. The
previous parliamentary elections were held in April 2004.
During the tenure of the 2004 parliament, the ruling UPFA
had only a thin majority. Forty seats belonged to the TVP
~ and nine to the JHU. The SLFP had only ... seats. Quite
interestingly, President Rajapaksa, who came to power in
November 2003, managed to engineer a series of defections
from the opposition UNP to ensure a working parliamentary
majority for his UPFA government. Ironically, most of his
key ministers were defectors from the UNP. Thus, an unusual
feature of the previous parliament was the enormous control
that the president exercised in deciding the balance of power
. in parliament, notwithstanding the fact that the ruling party
appeared on the surface to be weak and vulnerable.

Re-making of Alliances

he run up to the parliamentary poll in April was the
~occasion when interparty alliances were reconfigured.

6

The fact that the parliamentary election was scheduled after
the presidential election was important in shaping the
outcome of the former. Usually, the party that had won the
presidential election would be better placed than the losing
parties in the parliamentary poll. Against such a backdrop,

. there were initial attempts by the opposition parties to sustain
elections compel the factions of the political class to resort |

the alliance formed for the presidential election. The JVP
was particularly keen to maintain the common opposition
alliance, but there was opposition from the UNP, resulting
in the break-up of the alliance.

Two factors seem to have worked within the UNP against
continuing the common opposition alliance. The first was
the dispute over its leadership. The JVP, while arguing
strongly for the continuation of the alliance, wanted Fonseka
to be its leader and the Swan, Fonseka’s presidential election
symbol, to continue as the opposition’s parliamentary
election symbol. The UNP was obviously not ready to
continue the common opposition alliance in its old form. It
wanted the UNP to be the core party, the Elephant to be its
election symbol, with Ranil Wickremesinghe as the alliance’s
leader. The second factor in the UNP’s resistance was the
opposition from middle-level party activists who were
potential candidates at the parliamentary elections. Many of
them were worried that they would stand to lose in the lists
of candidates in a broad alliance, since a considerable number
of JVP candidates had to be accommodated in the candidate

i lists. Eventually, the UNP decided to go it alone without the

JVP, as well as without Fonseka. Wickremesinghe thus
revived the old UNP-led coalition, the United National Front
(UNF) with the participation of the SLFP’s Mangala
Samaraweera wing, the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, and

_the Western Province People’s Front led by Mano Ganeshan.

TNA

e other important reworking of alliances occurred within
the TNA, the main Tamil political party. The TNA was

- formed in the late 1990s as a coalition of a number of Tamil

political parties that were not ready to join coalition
governments with either the UNP or SLFP. The core of the
TNA was the old TULFE which had split in the 1990s. At the
2004 parliamentary election, the TNA had 19 seats from the
Northern and Eastern provinces. Interestingly, the TNA
maintained a stance sympathetic to the LTTE and often

functioned as the parliamentary front of militant Tamil

nationalism. After the LTTE was defeated in May 2009, the -
TNA managed to survive politically, and there were signs

that some of its leaders wanted the TNA to reinvent itself as

the continuation of the old Federal Party. In the process of
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Lhe meemmani zation of the T A o lhe post-LT TR enntexe, the
THA re-emerge a5 JATK {Moedod Thomi! Arasy Kochohi,)
and dropped froan the list of cendidates some of its sitfing,
MIPs. Dewe ol those dropped eventually joined President
Rajapaksa™s TITA, indicating the degree o which shifting
af pelitical lovaltizs across sthnic boundaries has bocome
Hexible and casy in 300 Lanka’s contempuorary politics,

Mewnwhile, the TTPTA continued its coalition form with
greaer confidense 1 a relatively susy victory over the
divided apposition. The UPEA conliousd ils alliances with

e ald Lell, the BPDE W0 LA, THTPE, the regently |
toomed Malienal Freedom Front and the hreak-aesay TINP |

group that heen with the TPEA povermmeol lor a [ew veurs.

In cermis of pre-slection allieocs locmation. theee major
pulitica tendencies surtacad during this period, The firsl was
that theie were Lwo main contres ol ingerparty coalition
formizd araund the twd mein political lormations, te [IMP
and LIPFA. and the space for o bicd coslition centre was not
piriic ulacly wide. 'The socond was that to secire chasess of
winnimg, small, paties, both ethoie and non-cthnic, had o
alizo themselves with zither the TTPFA ar fhe TTNT Thicdly,
bath main coalition ventres demonstrated the character of
being multi-cthnic, deapite ethnic adevlopical differences
wrnan g coalition parmners.

Canmpaign

a1 UPEA luunched iks elecrion campaigo with a decisive

advantapge over s rivals, The facl that the UPFA had
dlready wan the presidendial elsclion juse thres monds carier
made e 17PEA's chiances of winning sbealocely sceore. Thus,
government stability was the muin compaign theme which
the LA ermphaxized. The LIPFA did nac just sant (o wiu;
rither, it wanted W owin with a teaa-thirds majocity. In this
Lmpagn, Lo, the LPEA presented itselfas e only political
force committed 1o protecting pativnal sovereignty, the
cnunery s rerriborial integrity and national unity, A coogial
part of the UTPTA' s messune to the cleoororate was the nolion
Lt voly & stromg govemment, led by @ strong president and
bucked by a strong parliamen, could l=ad the country o mect
the challenges of post-conflis| development in a potentially
hostile dominated by the West world, The UPFA's ideolagy
af & atrong, state, @ song government and a steong leader,
ably articnlated sond propacandized during hoth presidential
] parliameniury slections was also accompanied by arelurn
ta the ideolngical framesok of paticn-state natinnalism
anchared in the legacy of elthnic mujoritarianizm and state-

walfarist populiso, I worked quite well, proving Qe point
thar repackaging of old nacinnalism does pav political.
incliding elecioral, dividends,

The UNF% campaign was devald of idzalogy, amd that ran
parillel with its lacklustar electinn campaizo. The TNE. the
cure constituent party of the TNE, las been o parly without
u mahilizing idealogy since the demise of President
Fremadaza in 1993, Under Runil Wickromcsinghe, the TN
in fact became a liberal-cosmapalicanist pary, moving away
from buedh the populism and naticnalism which President
Premudasa had etfectively utilizsd Tor political mobilization.
Withouor a glear ideology, the TINF Lust mast of it papular
hascs and Dacking, making il un chitisl pamy, open ta the
external world ol inlluence. 1T che 17MP had anyibing

| approsimating uwn ddeclogy icwas a weak cowunitment Lo

preiee, ethnic pluralism and neoliberal econormie reformes.

. These were not effective ingredients to win elections, 't

T

partly explaing whe the TINT sioce 1994 has heon in the
appositon excepl for a el iﬁmlm@mm in 200722003, 1l
¢lear became onee aguin during the padiamentary election
campaign of 2U0 that the UNE did ool possss an effective
weclogical appeal cven to its own volers and supporters.
What the UNP actnally lacked was an idealogy and
programme identified with o chunsmatic leadership, cnahling
the party to cement ifs bardeors voter base, usually avaund
ane-third Of the lotul electoratz, with the vast lavers of
foating and new votors.

The DMNA's eleclion campaipn was marked by the urest of
its principal lsader, Sarath Fonscka,  ftor a vaciety of
conspiracy and cormuption charges. He was arrested on 8
Februsry, barsly twn wacks affer the presidential election.
The DX Acxpectad a syipafliy vole for Fenseka. The [IMA':
campaign understandabiy focusaed on President Rajapaksg
and the alleged misdesds ulhas reime. Comuption, nepotisi,
malgowvernancs, disregund for demncracy and aacks oo the
media were ssuss that both the UONT and the Dx A
highligrhted in their critiqoe of the TPEA repime.

Chxtoonies

redictubly, the LPFA gaalition won Lhe election

cumiortubly. and abtaining more seals thun the UPFA
Ieadders would huve roalistically expected—a tolal of 144 scars
oul ul the 225-member parliaments, just s1x ssats shor of a
two-thirds majority. Under normal circumstanczs’ of the
sehemy af prapottiol representatinn nperating in Sei Lanka,
to pauty or coalition could get more than just a simple majorty
of szas. I the UPFA porformance st te Presidential elaction
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was translated into parliamentary seats, it could have obtained |

around 125 to 130 seats. The main contributory factor to |

this near two-thirds majority victory of the UPFA was the
low percentage of votes received by the UNF coalition. The
gap between the votes received by the UPFA and UNP in
almost every district outside the North and East was
unprecedentedly wide, in many instances the UPFA obtaining
about 65% and the UNF about 30%. The UNF’s dismal
performance seems to have reflected a new tendency in this
election. Voting data suggests that nearly one-third of the
UNP voters did not vote at all. The UNP's lackluster election

campaign, coupled with the crisis of confidence in the party’s |

leadership, seem to have caused a great deal of apathy and
despair among key sectors of the UNP’s vote base. That
eventually paved the way for the way for the UPFA to obtain
144 scats, normally a near impossible achievement under
the PR system.

Two-Thirds Majority?

he UPFA, meanwhile, asked the electorate to give it a |

two-thirds majority to "strengthen the hands of the 5:
president.” This is a phrase that has been used for the past |

several years, particularly when those who crossed over from
the UNP and the JVP had to justify their shifting of loyalties
in favour of President Rajapaksa. The government
rationalized the two-thirds majority requirement by the
argument that a few constitutional changes needed to be
introduced. However, the government did not specify what
these changes would be, except to point to changes needed
in the electoral system. This stood in contrast to the

experience of the SLFP-led United Front coalition, of 1970 |
which openly and specifically sought a mandate from the .;
people to abolish the pre-existing constitution and replace it |
with a new Republican one. Thus, constitutional reform was
not a major campaign promise of the UFPA. However, some
constitutional reforms are possible, but the nature of these
reforms will largely depend on President Rajapaksa’s
political agenda. It will not be difficult for President

Rajapaksa to find six MPs from opposition parties to cnsure |
that he will have 150 votes necessary for piecemeal changes |

in the constitution.

Both presidential and parliamentary elections reconfirmed
Sri Lanka’s dominant two-party system as well as bicentric
coalition formation. Sri Lanka has nearly 40 registered
political parties. However, the largest percentage of votes as
well as the largest number of parliamentary seats are usually

shared by the dominant parties, SLFP and UNP, or coalitions |

led by them. The only exception to the dominance of the |

8

two-party framework is the TNA or its latest reincarnation,
the ITAK. In the previous parliament, the TNA had 19 seats
in the Northern and Eastern Provinces. In the new parliament,
it has been reduced to 14. Even then, the ITAK remains the
third largest political formation in parliament. .

Decline of JVP & JHU

he decline of the representation earlier enjoyed by the

JVP and JHU is another outcome of this election. The
JVP contested this parliamentary election as the Democratic
National Alliance (DNA), in coalition with Sarath Fonseka,
the former presidential candidate. In the previous parliament,
the JVP which had contested the 2004 election as a
constituent party of the UPFA, had 40 MPs. This was later
reduced to 30 when ten left the party and formed themselves
into National Freedom Front. In the new parliament, the JVP-
led DNA has only five members, four elected from electoral
districts and one from the national list. The JHU, meanwhile,
did not contest separately as they did in 2004. Two of its
members were elected this time from Colombo and Gampaha
districts. The JHU also has one national list MP.

The decline of the number of MPs of the JHU represents
another tendency reflected in the 2010 parliamentary
election—that is the difficulty for smaller parties in coalition
with a big party like the UNP or SLFP to retain previous
levels of representation. The LSSP, CP and CWC suffered
decline in numbers of MPs, while the NUA, a Muslim party
based in the Eastern Province, failed to get a single seat. The
plantation-based Up-Country People’s Front suffered a
similar fate. In the UNF alliance, the SLMC presents an
entirely different story. The SLMC, which contested under
the UNF list, obtained eight seats, a dramatic increase from
its the four seats in the previous parliament, even surpassing
the JVP. :

The weakening of the JVP as an outcome of the election that
warrants further comment. The JVP’s voter base has normally
been arcund 5%, with slight variations. In 2004, however,
the JVP received a huge share of votes when it contested in
alliance with the UPFA under a single list. In fact, in April
2004, some prominent JVP candidates received more
preferential votes than the SLFP candidates in the UPFA list.
That was the election which gave the JVP 40 seats in
parliament. The JVP also maintained the expectation that it
would emerge as a credible ‘third-party’ in Sri Lankan
politics, eventually becoming a ‘second party’ by replacing
either the SLFP or the UNP. The April 2010 parliamentary
election has now shattered that myth. In fact, the JVP is a
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puor fourth party” alterche LFPA, LINF and ITAK. [ s olear
thut the 1% F is anorther political easvaly of the presidentinl
clecrion of Taneary. Jainiog with the TINI 1o form a common
trant for the presidential elecion hes cost the VP all its lafe-
winte, rdical ws well as nationulisc credencials. 1t will nar he
caiy [or the J% P oo find a now ideoolegical plank. The VT
prosent scems o be facessing on democracy. pood
apvernace, o sishils and social rights, 1 woold be
inleresling Wosee whether can reinvent itsell us a social
democtatic entity,

The cratining decline of women’s cpeesentaticn o the
Tezislamire is another tend demoasticaled to e parlimentars
election, 50 Lanka vsualiy has had g dismally low propomion
of women in parliament, nar execeding 6% since the 1930s,
The figoars easains today al 5,87,

Crrerall Tremds tor the Fulume

Wlul will the nevw povernment'= palicy agenda be? Tag
izsues have dominared the political debate in secent
yoars, The first is eonstitugional reform wod e second 15 a
poditical selution w e ethoic cenllicl,

Concerning constitutional retarm. rhere sesms ta be o
consensus across palincal pamies that 1l exisiog presidencal
swatemn should ke changed aml or al lsast relormed. There
Tig aled been o stoenyg arpurnestl Lo rebur fo the Westminsoor-
Ly pe ol prime minisenal prvemment. Refomming the electorl
svilem 1= unother theme. A fow years ago, a Paclinmentary
Select Committes praposcd a mixed slecloral system,
combining featres of bath the PR and Fiest-Fusi-the-Post
gvstems, But the UPEA government haz not ver elearly
inlicated 1k conalilubional refanm direcriong. A aovernment

g

precocupied with stahilicy as w21l pelitical succsssion within
the l[umily might nat be veiy keeo o aller a sccure
Frosideatial sysrem of aovernmenl in favour of an uncertain
new system. Conceciing elecloral relorms, smaller as well
ethaie nunocily partes are noc lkely t0hack the changes o
the PR system. 1t 16 the PR sysfom which has enabisd smmull
parties, cven partics like the TWT aod TITU. Ly secere
represcntation.

Palitical Solution

0: Lhe question of a politica) snhetion, there secms to be
bwer achoals of chought willon the eovermsrent. The st
argnes for the Tull implementation’ of che cxisting 13%
Amendment. which docs nal weguirs aew constitutivnal
gmendmenta. The othor, while oegatine the need for any
palicical solucion to the ethoie conflicl. socords prioeite to
develepmaent over devolution. In this second perspecrive,
after the ualitary Jeleat of the LITE. the cthnic gontlic Lus
been resulved und the residual issuas are basicall v economic
und developmental in nacwrg.

The zigns ol present ane Lhal the Rajapakss administiaiian
in it secund term o mighe wark our au overall policy
Framwework combining pelitical stabilicy and rapid economic
development, "Miracle of Asia® seems Lo be the new brangd
narne ehosan for (he oew policy orentatinn. The gavernmeant
will also combineg the new sty hilioy-developrm=ol framework
will an asserove lomm of  naron- siate mationalism, which
will continus to justapess national soversignty and
mdependanes from the West, Indications arc thare rhar
an ideology for 4 pusl-liberal develeprenraliss stale js
waLng v be worksd out, framed in taoms of “Soulds Asian

vilues.” .
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