THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2008 — Part 2

' Judy Waters Pasqualge

This article is the second in a series that began in the last
issue of Polity (March-April 2008). The first article mainly
focused on the primaries held up to and including the one in
Wyoming on 8§ March; with John McCain already the
Republican Party (RP) nominee, Barack Obama and Hillary
Clinton were neck-and-neck in the race to win nomination
as the Democratic Party (DP) candidate. The remaining
primaries, up until 3 June, will be dealt with first, with in
addition a brief look at three special elections held to fill
vacant seats in the US House of Representatives, and at a
significant example of political hardball — the RP role in the
resignation of Mew York State Governor Eliot Spitzer. By
early March it was clear that neither Obama nor Clinton
would obtain the number of delegates required to win
. nomination by early June; rather, the choice of DP

superdelegates would be crucial. A look at the superdelegate
~ system may clear up a few common questions. With Clinton
facing a challenge her campaign did not expect, more details
will then be given on the (smear) tactics used in the attempt
to stop Obama, and on more gencral views regarding her
campaign. Some of the reactions in the feminist movement
are included. Following this is a run-down of the key politico
and/or superdelegate endorsements and/or switches that led
to Obama's win on 7 June. Finally, a brief Iook at the McCain
campaign will be given.

The Primaries

fter Obama's win in the Wyo'ming primary, the

candidates’ estimated delegate counts showed (with
2,026 needed for nomination): Obama 1,368; Clinton 1,226.
Of the 796 DP superdelegates, about 450 had declared their
choice: Obama 210; Clinton 242! :

Mississippi (11 March): with blacks constituting half of
voters, and many whites voting Republican, a heavy black
turnout could mean a DP win in November. Obama (61%),
Clinton (37%); Obama won 90% of blacks, Clinton 72% of
whites.” See below for events in the six primary-free weeks
before Pennsylvania.
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Pennsylvania (22 April): most delegates among remaining
states (188) and an expected Clinton win; significant
populations (blacks 10.7%,Hispanics 4%, in household of
union member 15%); many lower-income, white arcas; big
urban areas (Philadelphia, Harrisburg); Clinton (55%),
Obama (45%). Clinton strong with union, lower income,
without college, seniors, white women, Catholics; Obama

in cities, independents, youth.?

Guam (3 May): Of 4,521 voters, Obama won 7 more than
Clinton,

Indiana, North Carolina (6 May): polls showing heavy
Clinton win in Indiana and closing fast in North Carolina
were wrong. Indiana: 80% of voters white, economy by far
the #1 issue; Clinton (50.5%), Obama (49.5%). North
Carolina; 1/3 of voters black, many whites for RP; Obama
{56%), Clinton (41%).* :

West Virginia (13 May): 95% non-Hispanic white, lower
average income and education levels, no big urban area:
Clinton (67%), Obama (26%).°

Kentucky, Oregon (20 May): expected results. Kentucky:
7.5% black, 2/3 without college; Clinton (66%), Obama

(30%). Oregon: more liberal, + college grads, higher income;

Obama (58%), Clinton (41%).°
Puerto Rico (1 June); Clinton (68%), Obama (32%).

Montana, South Daketa (3 June): both about 8% Native
American. Montana: Obama (56%), Clinton (41%). South
Dakota: Clinton (55%), Obama (45%). White vote; Obama
won men in Montana, split it in South Dakota; Clinton won
womien in South Dakota, split in Montana.”

Special House Elections

With the DP controlling the House, the special elections in
linois, Louisiana and Mississippi —to fill formerly RP-held
seats — were widely seen as important indicators of R appeal;
all three scats are up for election again in November. On 8
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Murcht vaters in the Hlinois 14th Distrier elected Dewacrd
Hill kosrer {32-48%0). The disteicl hal been held by fommer
Tivuse Speaker Dennis Hustertdrestirmned in Movember 2007 ),
and Bush won it with 53% m 20 . Big izsues weerg the [rag
warand the ceonomey, {hama cndarsed Foster; cnpanent Jin
L Iboreesis portraved Fostor azan Cihama supporier an favour
of higher taxes, Fosikr won 1o Linstent's own vounly {617%
Jor Bush to 20047, O 3 Blay Demoenet Don Ceeayous beat
Wondy lenking for a Looisiana scat held by Hepoblicans sinac
1974 (AN-10827 Thc RF again stroezsed the Crhama conneerinn,
with che T a3 pro=big zovernment and higher tases, Eimadly
e 13 M Mississippi ield an election o LR the seat of
Boper Wilker (BT nove 1o Senwte Ol seal of Trent Lol
who resiemed in Decernber 2007, Wilker had won the House
soat i 2H with Gf%; consoivative [ candidate Travis
Childers woen 34-46%, The balance in the LIS [Iouse:
Dienmncrals 236-199.4

Che Fall af Elior Spier

In ey March Mew York Govcrnor and frmer stane allociey
genoral ELor Spirzer was [orced o e when pews of ks
iigd 10 o YIF prostilution ring ceme W light. Apperently Spitzcr
Biud puid for =uch services by wire trunsfer, with the federal
ceovernment thew investigating. 1t waz soon disacva red that
in 2006 Wayne Herman (a Inhbnisy and MeCain sampaigi
natinnal tinance co-chair) had swharized & 32,2 willion
invesrigaticn, paid for by a grovp that weluded farpets of
aputzer when he was alloconey peneral. Republicun upﬂ::r:-:uli:-.'u
Foper Stwne pussed the infommution on to the FBRY. Stonc
and Bermun are former partners in the comsulting fiem Black,
Manafnrt, Stonc & Kol b, among whase ¢liefifs were
Ferdmand hMargos, Jonas Savimbi, LIS Sugae, Thitlip Mocrs
ared Dronald Tromp.”

Whyv Superdelepates?
A g omaationed i the previous aclicle. the DP
supeideleaates, wlu are ree fo vole for uny candidate.
e electad oilicials a1 pationol wnd slale levels, meembers of
e Demugratic Mational Committes {03 C), and cortain pamy
kiph-ups such ax former prosidents: ote. The reader shovkd
tum tn thogroenpapers, conm fof detalled Information on muny
aspoets of state and satonal eleclorol sysiems" [Emuy be
Iiard 10 believe. bul forly vears epo moest states did ant hold
purly primunecs, and convention delegetes wore chasen b
stute influentials within cach pamy. “Ihe 1968 Nomoctatic
Caonvention in Chicaga iz Tamaons for the accormpany g strest
demonsorations nd palice copfrontations, especially arauul
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b tssue ol the Yietnar War, Inside ghe convention hall, it
vess clear that many state delepations did sod rellecy public
cpinian, ol pasial biedkdowns especiully blucks o the
Soufin The DT possed rules Lo wurk for u more participatiory
systen, leading 1o the MoGovern-EFraser reforms m 1992,
These reforms intodiced proporlivnul representation: snd
eore primmaciey; by 1076, 30 states held primarica. In 19810
the LF added &r delogates lncal party loaders and eloctod
offiziaiz, if they would commit tn & candidate during the
primary scason, Thatvear, the process worked 1o fenaminarg
Jitgwry Cacler even thoueh U party platlocm eslecied 1he
coeuich toare Tabera] wiews ol e Ted Rennedy Geten. Toc
954 the DP wdedesd iovernors, senetors, conaressmen, DRNC
memhbers and parte lcaders, as froe agents, making up abont
2% of delegates, At that veac's coovenlion, {he
superdelesaies roed the nunioation o Waller Mondale,
wver Gacy Hart, even thouh Hart had won more primarics.
In the next election vears, pne candidate had cnongh ot &
lead to win without superdelogames (198K Dukakis, 199206

- Clinton, 2000 Garc, 2004 Korry), As noted by one

commimentatar, the supeidelegate issue is vomplea, will
individuals operaing L o variety ol reasons: wht s poed
Lor Use delerute, or for the state, for o congressional districe,
for the L, far a Movembaer win, coe!! Cie thing for sung, in
2004 the superdelcgates were in a tongh position in the ¢hoice
botween Uhingon aid Qbama, and their conosclivne aod
actions werd mobitered as dever belury: ancuvoily
dizappesred, ul, inthe Goe of Obama's muny wins, a vole
for porty fvounte Clinton vuuld have drastic consequences
(et below). 1t would bo nocossany for Clinton to somehos
shone deoisively why she deserved the pombnale, wad oy
she did.

The Fizht Against Obama

noan artizle worth reading, Aci Berman pives some

gk eronied vi b cunpaisps Lo smear Burack Otbema. ™
Obiwa's iapes vs being v Muslim, Arab loving, Isracl
fatine, sudical, not painetic, and 2 ton! of Lonis Farrakhan
deyveluped over o porind of time, sometines odginating on
ths far ight and then heing pizked np e more ainsleean
media and the Clinen campaien. The Muslim label, Tor
exanm e, wins staried in 2006 by 8 consemvative blogger, and
wits picked up by the Harhingrox Times and the Christian
righl. Uhe anti-lstact image was promored by Bd Lasky ac
amaricanthinkeroam, was picked np b the Jewish press,
and then cirenlarcd b Clinton campaipn rosiobecs, wod then
made it 1o Maticnal Public Radio and S New Yok Times.
The chacacterization of e charch

-
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Obama attended as 'black supremacist' made its way from
the right-wing WorldNetDaily to Fox TV. Bill Clinton added
‘his word regarding Obama's patriotism, commenting in
‘March that a Clinton/McCain contest would be between two
~people who loved their country.”® The Clinton campaign's
distribution of far-right materials says more about her than
anyone else; and, indeed, of interest during this campaign
has been the support for Clinton by such people as Patrick
Buchanan (of the National Review and Bosion Heraldy and
Richard Mellon Scaife (Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, who also
gives to the (Bill) Clinton Global Initiative).'*

As Obama added up primary wins in early 2008, atiackers

then tried to tarnish him twice via guilt by association, and

once via a charge of being uppity. In March all the news was

of the pastor at Obama's Chicago church, Jeremiah Wright.

Wright was on tape as criticizing the US for treatment of its
minorities, and for saying after 9.11 that the 'chickens had
come home to roost.! Wright, in the Congregational Church
tradition, and in the tradition of black liberation theology,

- was forced to resign as an advisor to the Obama campaign. -

A few days later Obama delivered a long speech in
Philadelphia on race.'”” Obama was also tied to the illegal
- '60s group, the Weather Underground. Former group

members Bill Ayers and Bernadine Dorn, now Chicago
~activists, for a time served on the board of the Woods Fund
in Chicago, as did Obama.'® Finally, in April Obama made a
- comment that the working class in the US was bitter because
of cconomic circuinstances, and thus clung to guns and
religion, and could be anti-immigrant. Clinton jumped on
the comment to label Obama as elitist and divisive,””
~ unfortunately a characterization that was also true of herself.
All these issues were the main topic of the televised Clinton/
-Obama debate six days before the Pennsylvania primary, for
‘which network ABC was much criticized.'®

As seen in the previous article, early in the year the Clinton

- campaign also played the race card continually. Another
~example of this occurred in mid-March, when Geraldine |
- Ferraro (former House member from New York, 1984 vice-

presidential candidate, and on Clinton's finance committee)
stated that if Obama were white or 2 woman, he would not
be in his dominant position. Ferraro was forced to resign,
and Clinton repudiated her remarks and apoiogiied to blacks.
- Ferraro then said she had been attacked because she was

o white, that she was a victim. In a good article by Gary Younge,
- it is noted that the label of Obama as privileged belies his

primary wins in white states. Younge calls Ferraro's remarks
-racist, in the same vein as attacks on affirmative action — the
- insinuation that blacks succeed cnly because they are black.
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He finally notes that Ferraro said the same thing about Jesse
Jackson during his campaign run in 1988, just before the
New York primary: 'if Jackson was not black he wouldn't be
in the race."” In another article, Phil Gasper notes some of
the history of use of words and issues that connote racist
attacks: law and order (by Nixon); campaigns against Martin
Luther King day and for the display of the confederate flag;
criticism of welfare programmes and forced bussing; Bill
Clinton's criticism of Sister Souljah in 1992 (vs. Jesse

- Jackson), and in 1996 against welfare programmes. Finally,
. Gasper describes the double standards facing blacks: activism

by whites is positive, but negative if by blacks; whites are

assertive, but blacks aggressive; they are resolute while blacks :
- are arrogant, uppity or pushy; candid while blacks are

abrasive; and independent while blacks are not team
players.®

As the Clinton éam_paign lost its edge over Obama, it
increasingly turned to a claim that Clinton had a better chance

to beat McCain — the electability issue — until that was really

the only issue left to it.>’ Obama being part black was an
aspect of this, with his also being too liberal and weak on -
national security. Obama supposedly had a problem with the
working class (the 'Reagan Democrats), who, it was claimed,

would vote for McCain against Obama. As noted by Jonathan
Allen, while this may be frue regarding some voters, the claim
is actually a smear on low income people, and there are many
districts that will turn Democratic if the black turnout is
high.* Bob Herbert wrote that when Clinton said she was
favoured by 'hard-working' Americans, she meant white

- Americans — an insult fo both blacks and whites.” It was

also claimed that Obama would have a problem with Jewish
voters. As noted by Ari Berman, however, the supposed black/

Jewish 'divide' is the 'wrong' story: Jews are liberal (2-1), :
although many of their big organizations are not; polls show
some 60% as being against McCain; they arc 4-1 Democrat;

{ 2/3 think it was wrong to invade Iraq; about 60% oppose

aCtIOH againstIran; and a majonty arc for a Palestinian state.™

=dn the end Clinton as candidate may have bccn mirrored i in

the type ofcampalgn she ran. Coming in as the DP favourite,
her campaign was over-confident; as Bob Benenson puts it,

it aimed to "shock-and-awe" by winning early and taking .

big-delegate states; the race was hers to lose, and she did.®
Her campaign machine was marked by infighting and =
resignations — in April of campaign strategist Mark Penn

(after meeting with Colombian government officials in

connection with his PR firm's work in support of their seeking
a free trade agreement with the US); and of an advisor on
China affairs, Richard Baum of UCLA, who criticized
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£ Hinton's harsh helorie regard ing human eiglits in Clii aad
iy stromg cwnreney, and tor ponitive ede sanctions.™ In
addition, the sampaian poined o repulation for poming off
paying its hille' Tinully, Chnton's campaign has heen
caartiisded 1o Ohoma's. which one connmentaior Las 2aid
st stered the nomination procoss using carctit planing and
areul nstarch of congressional districrs And, Chicwa won
the nomination withant Clara's decitives beiwe rehashed
mnch at 2kl e poasible perjurs fn.an Arkunaus savings and
Boany gise (Wlilewalery her history of lving, tor cxample
regarding her top b Bosaia; and her attiliaticn with a
comieTyative and clitist Washingron religious [ellowsliop 27

In mid-Aay, as the pristacy season oeaced il end, Clintm
fieat caized the wsue ul the sexiem she'd encountcred doring
the campaign, Some women sapporters denouneed
vhawvinistic. P leaders and che mcdia, A stdy of meedia
trealment will surely showe appailing reteraess 1 Clhinlon,
IL s streteh, howeever, o clalm, a8 does Geraldine Termrw,
thal Ohama waged a sewist campaizai; wod o boge Tullucy te
claim, as is being dene. gl seadsm is worse than racism;
Forraeg haz even sladed thal she may vooe for Metaim An
cpposin g wolee i that of Harverd tawe profissor, Land Golss,
who thinks Clinton was never just a victim ol geuder, amd,
indeed, has henetited by heing the wile of Dill Chalen.
Another dissenter iz Barhara Elirenreich, whoo wroie thut
Clinton has "smashed the myih of iwoale Temule moral
EUNCrIoriTy in e wors, wise pessible — by demonstrating
female sooral paleriority. "™ In the end, the senze of
eafitlemenl — 1o the presidency imself — demonstrated by
Chinton and some "inzide-the-helwery” (Washinaton) leaders
nf women's organizations has besn oo full display, raizing
douiis abant sctual elyeclives.

Superdelegate Politics

he seramhle of dhe superdelepaies hus been something

to zee, iKustrating soase ul the power blocks inthe 1DE
e enncerns wieng real; fow would blacks and vourh reace
it the conlest was Llled W Clinten — wonld fower voie o
Moveanber? YWould ‘the long contcst svithin the DF, even
puzsthly continuing uneil the conveation in Ausush work tn
U wihvantape of MoCainT The consequences could aut Bath
ways: if Clinton Jestroved the imape of {bama, Mollain
conll Penedli; oo the olher bhund. Obama now has on-1le-
gronngd crpaniealions inevery state, ready for the Barile with
MeCain, In Mucch the possibility oF =n Obam asChinten ticket
wits riised. by former threc-term Mew Yok Stale Sovernor
Murio Cooma, and, irenjcally, by Bill Clindon, o (Obama
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i the wicc-presidential neminge): one could only wumler
witat.gualitied CIopins oo be vive-president but tol president.
AL any e Dbt has svllen the nod, und hor's how
Iapp=ned, o roush chronolomeal order,

Murchy Towse Speaker Maney: Pelosi (the [P crmvecating
chewiry sund the party would be damaged itthe popnlae vore
fur Crhama was averturacd, Mew Mexico Goverioe Bill
Richardeen {thrmer eandidate) said thil Clinton should drup
eit if she trailed in the populer and delerate vote.
Peomsvlvania Rep. Murha sndorzed Clinton, Scnator Casey
(Pennsy beunia) endorsed Cdhama; Scnatar 1 eahy §Vermonn)
suid Clinton shontd withdeaw, Seaator Klebuchar
(Minnesnta] endorsad Obamwa. but sad Chinten should
eatitinge Al Dweend olibe month such purty leaders as Leshy,
Dean (DNE chuir), and Scnatc Majority Leader Reid
(Pevuda) were disoussing how o resolve the e eacly,
Dwenty DF financices wha suppoited Clioton ceilicieed
Peelnai, saving that superdelesites could chunge their minds
at the convention, Moveon.ony siurled o petition callimg on
the supardelesales to fullow the popular vote. The open-
sonve superdelmmate Transparency Projecr tracked each
deleale o line.

April: Jimmy Carer said tiat bis whole family suppors
idbama. Janc Fonda Tor Oksunin The sovernor of Monmna
and a tormer Moot senador lur Obama. Core and Carter
eai 10 be conlecring on how Ly end the Clintan man. Cihaing
gatined n hienlena state legizlatar. At a concert in Mew York.
EMon tahn ondorsed Clintoa, A Califorim representadve for
Clintom, Bires B privasien endonssd Obama, An Indiana rep

=~ and fwe Martly Cacoling reps for Chama, A T30 copad ki

for Obama, Roebert Reich (seorcrary of Taboe voder Bill
Clinton) for Ohuma. Former Scnatars Sam Mo {Geuneia,
chutr of Armed Serviecs Comumittee E287-25% and David
Horen {Cklahoma, fongest cliaic of Selecl Committce on
Intetligonee) for Oama. That broughi the batgle up 1o the
Pennsyteanig promocy on 22 Aprit After this: Rep, Clybs
raanth Carobie, #3 Democrat in Houszeh criiicized Bill
Clinton. Oklahoma Giovernor Henry and @ Nebrisba DNC
member for (hamz, Bep, W (Orepon for Obama. Twa Ohic
reps and one fion Tewsessee for Chinton. Marth Careling
timeermor Basley Tur Clintun. New Mexice Senane Bingarnan
Tod Dihssecnie Am Arizena DE official S Obama, and oo rom
vew Tlinnpshire for Clinton. Rep, Brads: (Tenoesy ania) for
Dbaumit, Three teps (Indiana, lowa, Calilomin) for Obama,
Clieton paimed Pennsyivamia AR O affeeial, wnd DF v ice-
chair of Puerta Rico.
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- May: Former DNC chair and Al Gore ally Andrew switched
to Obama. Missouri Rep. Skelton for Clinton. After the
Indiana and North Carolina primaries, George McGovern
endersed Obama and called on Clinton to withdraw. Rep.s
Miller (North Carolina) and Larsen (Washington) for Obama.
Obama to Capitol Hill; of the 260+ undecided superdelegates,

+ were in Congress. Obama gained nine, including: Rep.s

Payne (New Jersey), DeFazio (Oregon), Hirono (Hawaii),
two California DNC members, a South Carolina DP official,
and one each from New Mexico and Virginia. Clinton gained

Rep. Carney (Pennsylvania). American Federation of

Government Employees for Obama. John Edwards said he
voted for Obama in North Carclina. Obama gained one each
rom Utah and Ohio, two from the Virgin Islands, and Rep.
Mitchell (Arizona). Obama passed Clinton in superdelegate
tally. Former DNC chair Romer for Obama. Six Edwards'
delegates for Obama. Rep.s McDermott (Washington),
Waxman and Berman (California), and Communications
Workers of America president for Obama. United

Steelworkers Union switched from Edwards to Obama. Ina |

Washington Post op-ed, former DNC chair Robert Strauss
endorsed Obama and called on Clinton to concede.* Senator
Byrd (West Virginia, Jongest-serving senator) for Obama.
After the Kentucky and Oregon primaries, tally at: Obama
1.961; Ciinton 1,779. Rep. Cardoza (California) for Obama.
Hawaii DP chair and former Alaska governor Knowles for
Obama. Clinton referenced the 1968 assassination of Robert
Kennedy with regard to her decision to stay in the race; amid
an uproar she apologized. Clinton wrote letter to all
- superdelegates, pointing to West Virginia and Kentucky wins,
and saying she is the best prepared and ahead in states key to
~a November win.* Obama gained Rep. Mollohan (West
Virginia) and Texas DP chair Richie. On 31 May the DP Rules
~and Bylaws Committee agreed to seat + of Michigan and
Florida delegates (states earlier disqualified for breaking DP
rules); total delegates required increased to 2,118; Obama
2,052, Clinton 1,877.5. Clinton adyisor and Rules Commiittee
member Harold Ickes said Clinton can take issue to
Credentials Committee at the DP convention.™

. June: The press publicized supportt for Obama by John F. .

Kennedy speech writer Ted Sorenson. After the 3 June
primaries, Obama reached required total; Clinton refused to
concede. Jimmy Carter endorsed Obama, Rep. Clyburn (most
senior black in House) for Obama. Sixty superdelegates to
Obama; Clinton lost three. Tally: Obama 2,156.5; Clinton
1,933. Nancy Pelosi said Obama has won. Clinton supporter
Rep. Rangle (New York) signaled Clinton to withdraw; the
next day the whole New York House delegation for Obama.
DP leaders set a 6 June deadline for undecideds. Rep.
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Emanuel (Illinois) switched to Obama. Eight senators
- switched to Obama in a group: Boxer (California), Cardin

(Maryland), Harkin (Iowa), one each from Delaware,
Louisiana, New Jersey, Colorado and Oregon. On 7 June
Clinton conceded.** Three hundred of her superdelegates
endorsed Obama. On 16 June Al Gore appeared with Obama..

MeCain on the Trail
Having clinched the RP nomination early, McCain had a
potential head start in the next stage of the presidential
campaign — to consolidate support among RP factions, get
the RP machine fully running (including funding), and set in
place the critigue of Obama. In March he tried to demonstrate
his international credentials with a trip to Iraq, Israel, France
and the UK. He was endorsed by Nancy Reagan and gawe ar
initial view of his economic plan.

As the months passed criticism of his campaign grew. It has
been described as 'unorthodox,’ with a decentralized
command siructure of ten regional managers who control
scheduling and use of media. In an attempt to lessen
expenditures, McCain relies heavily on personnel from ihe
Republican National Committee, and makes great use of free
media via town meetings. There have been critiques that
McCain has been slow to organize on the ground level, that -
his campaign is in disorder, that he wasted his early time -
advantage, and that his personnel too heavily come from the
lobbying sector. Two aides had to quit when it eame to light
that their PR firm (the DCI Group) had reprcsented
Myanmar.*®

- McCain, like Hillary Clinton, has soughtto shape his image

via a contrast with Obama. McCain argues that he is the one
for change —meaning practicing bipartisanship, while Obama

- is a DP operative and a cog in the Chicago DP machine; that

he is a maverick vis-a-vis the RP of George Bush; that Obama

s too nexperienced to be the commander-in-chief — Obama
_ isyoung, weak on national security and a conventional liberal.

Another theme is that Obama is 'un-American' with regard
to his religious views, patriotism and even 'citizenship' (i.e.,
relatives from other countries). On top of these, Obama is

_said to be supported by Hamas, Fidel Castro and

Amedinajad.*

So far, many of the McCain 'negatives' have been kept out of
sight, by Obama and the mainstream media, but 2 word on
some of what is out there is worthwhile. McCain has done a
lot over the years to try to portray himself as uninfluenced
by lobbyists. This was especially necessary after he was one
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nt TG senatnds in the 19805 o be eeprinmamded b e Senais
Etues Compities lor wkans ceniribbbiong rom Churfes
Keutmype, wsavines und Joun bank executive who soueht
favours from reputarors wehen thet indwstry went bust.” Meore
rewently, Melain accepred money from the (KO of Paxeon
Communications, and wrote |ctters of support 1o that
indnster's repulator, the Foderal Communicarionz
Commission ** MoCain, ve Db aind Clasto, s bis owis
‘mastor problem. Bev, Rod Parslev whom MeCain hes cullsd
a "apiritual guide,” nna a megachurch in Crhioand i3 hoavily
imvodved in palitics; Tie ins aid thar the LS bas 8 mission ta
desiray Islim, aodd e s overiolic agamst Mosluns o he
TEIY In Moy MeCues bad Lo peyec L i endorsemenl of Key,
Joba Uageee of Texny: The an-Roslm Placee hos sand thol
Hitler was doing Siod's- wirk with repard o the haolocawst
(as the Jows then had oo sce up Esracly, chat the Cathalic
Cohureh iz & whore, and dias the LIS should weage nuclear war
against bran® Oeher jssues inchide MeCain's shoddy
freatment of his firstwifs and bis repatation for emg his
femiper i a big was®

MoCuin's higgest problom, hoeever, refleets the lanser
proficma afthe RF and his relationship with & With Goorge
Fish s caor of Favaur, tothe gerent thar he cannct campaign
with BF candidates. aod his esonamisand fieian policies
wsides such artack, MoCain's maverick status is quickly
wan iy, MeCau holds énsalac wisws v Inog; the evonemy,
subprime mortmee soundal, und qualifivations for Supreme
Crot nnminces. He has hacked off af carlizr maverick
nnsitiens o the sl soos aod intoiaratsn Wil o coleris
ol te-con pdvisors, MeCain advocates e fommulion of new
internutional imstitutions. o bypase the LN he is for a new
Legaue of Demoecracies and an expanded NATCL the
"rollhaek! of 'rngie’ states by envor means; and i3 very anti-
Fuszia, His coanamic wigw of 'ler the mankst bandle it is
gpitoamized by the appointient of former Texas Sanator Phil
Ciamus oy compaien co-chiade, Graomon wnd MeCuln wers
tistoumental 1o the passure of legislolion n 1999 Lo
Werepulale’ the bunking indwstry, L, overtorm the Mew 1xzal-
et separilion of bunks snd brokerazse fimms — wimesscd today
Iy hank cxposute to the subprime and general eredit crisis,
An additional problem for the RIF ecmres with the slift armong
wontpel evaeelical s/ Christiau viehd Toorn g fovus on socil
it ez lo evonomis ones.” Tnown erhicle mo The Moon, Hyal
Priws hais described e BF dilemma: aftcr cight yoars nf BF
‘pro-family' and'enti-govemnient {oxcept in snme scelne)
pokizies, the roenfte arc spparcit: [rag, hausing origis, caony
capitalizm, fiscal recklessiess, modinpeisnce (Tlurricane
Kalrioa). wil-timeTagh megualily, B practice has shown ihe
need Jar-govornmoent ivolvement in dealing with some

probdenes . The cheterie ol slabalivy ol wadiaial vadues i3
in soninudiction with the resulis of unletered ceprializm
thi BF i nut of touch with its ovwn base ™

Al im sl the noxt Your omths should prove very intemesbine.
Lip noxt arc the party somvontions: 137 25-Z8 August, HF 1-
| Beprombern Those will show the parhy plattomiz, and the
vice-presidential nomigees, Then the heavy campaigning
beenns, T would seem thal this vear il 5 the Democrals” ciee
tn Inac— and the pamy is ot meapahie of repeatimge the Clinton
perfarmance. As Ohania ccms ta he calinly proccoding o
the ‘genteg’ (o dight, depending on detinitiony;, Ma(ainscoms
b ke wenlkinge g Gabiteupe, Doe thing 15 -clearn an Dbhama win
i evermber will keep spice open lor progressives and e
Lotz 1P MoCam wins, things could et even more searvIn
this regard, the noxt article will look at the (Ohama amd
Wi Tain advigors, It will alsaostat 1 ook ar the sicstion
eegarding cotgressional and state mees — given the current
L5 recession, and Trands m bopsimp, coedit, pod o1l sod ollee
cenenod iy prices, e ouleomes thene will be crucial,
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