THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 2008 — Part 3
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in the world. The mayor of Denver, pro-business and pro-
environment. Video of Obama speaking in New Hampshire.
Speeches by four Housc reps in the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, President of National Abortion Rights Action
League: the next president will decide Roe v Wade. Speeches
by an Hlinois state senator and the president of the National
Education Association. Video of Michelle Obama speaking
against fear. Speeches by Illinois state attorney general (on
Obama in state legislature), state comptiroller, state treasurer.
President of American Federation of Tcachers. Sen. Amy
Klobuchar (Minnesota): Bush a "subprime Jeader in the White
House.” Video of Obama speaking to the 2004 convention,
his background and parents. Scn. Sherrod Brown (Ohio)
conducting the first of three 'town halls,' in which people ask
questions to a panel: on the middle class, public education
and working families.”” Video of Nancy Pelosi. Nancy Pelosi:
health care is a right. Obama's half-sister Maya Soetoro-Ng,
speaking about their mother. Rep. Jessc Jackson Jr. (1 llinois).
Video on assistance to injured veterans. A couple from
Indiana: they fear their jobs will move overseas. President
of the Service Employees International Union, Chicago
branch. Caroline Kennedy: tribute to Obama and Ted
Kennedy for their sense of justice and service. Video on Ted
Kennedy. Ted Kennedy (crowd hollering Teddy, Teddy):
Obama will close the book on black vs, white, straight vs.
gay, group vs. group, change is possible (many Kennedys
take the stage). Video on Obama. Speeches by Chicago city
clerk and community activist. Sen, Tom Harkin (Towa).
Former Rep. Jim Leach: country before party, Obama a
transcending candidate. Video on Michelle Obama. her
family and carcer. Michelle Obama's brother on her. Michelle
Obama (great specch, very astute): listen to hopes instcad of
fears. Obama live via video conference from Kansas City.
(soundtrack: we will live together, dance to the music, r-e-s-
p-e-c-t, oye como va, celebrate, isn't she lovely)

Day 2: Aim: deal with domestic issues, the cconomy (the
American dream is broken and needs fixing, all blamed on
RP abuses, exalt middie class, nationalist and at times anti-
foreign), Video demanding vote for Washington, DC. Rep.
Eleanor Holmes Norton (DC): Obama supports DC vote. Ted
Sorenson (JFK advisor, specch writer): Americans losing
Jjobs, services, homes, hope: wants another candidate like
JFK. Rep. Honda (California). chair Asia-Pacific American
Caucus. Native American from North Dakota. Rep. Sanchez
(California) on working families. iowa Governor Culver on
need for energy plan. New York Governor Patterson on
disability rights. Video of Obama speaking on jobs, health
carc plan, energy. Four reps from the Congressional Black

Caucus. Video commemorating deccased DP politicos. Sen.

8

Patrick Leahy (Vermont) on needs of rural US. Rep. Chris
Van Hollen (Maryland) (father was ambassador to Sri Lanka):
recalled as a kid going to a village hut in Sri Lanka and seeing
a photo of JFK; now the image of US is tarnished: he
introduces cight new DP House candidates (of 52). President
of Planned Parenthood: Obama for choice and women's
health care. Rep. Dennis Kucinich (Ohio) (rousing speech):
in 2001 oil companies, war contractors and neo-con artists
scized the cconomy — Wake Up America; insurance
companies took over health care; pharmaceutical companies
took over drug pricing: speculators took over Wall Street;
multinational corporations took over trade policies. California
state compiroller. Video of Obama: we have a stake in each
other. Wisconsin Governor Doyle. West Virginia Governor
Manchin. Video of Hillary Clinton introducing Sen. Barbara
Mikulski (Maryland). Speeches by Senate women: Mikulski
on pay equity: Barbara Boxer (California) for cnergy policy
and against polluters; Mary Landricu (Louisiana) on
Hurricane Katrina; Blanche Lincoln (Arkansas) on health
care; Debbie Stabenow (Michigan) on jobs in US; Maria
Cantwell (Washington) on energy independcnce: Clair
MeCaskill (Missouri) on Bush fiscal irresponsibility: Amy
Klobuchar (Minnesota) on falling incomes (all of them on
stage to music: sisters doing it for themselves). Pennsylvania
Governor Rendell on Obama's alternative energy plan. Rep.
Baldwin (Wisconsin) on health care. Rep. Becerra
(California) on situation of workers, AFL-CIO President John
Sweeney on people losing jobs and benefits. Michigan UAW
local president on jobs and health care. Rep. Rahm Emanuel
(Illinois) on problems of the middle class. Video of Obama
speaking. lowa flood victim. Rep. Hoyer (Maryland) on
Bush's "country club economics.” California SEIU home care
worker. SELU secretary (reasurer on unions. Governor Janct
Napolitano (Arizona): McCain doesn't understand the
economy. Video: Obama on hard work and personal
responsibility. Second town Hall meeting: questions on
encrgy policy, gas prices, subsidies to oil companies.
Fairbanks, Alaska, Mayor Whitaker (RP): endorses Obama.
Oregon wind power entreprencur. Video: Obama on people
the same in their needs, Governor Sebelius (Kansas), Former
Denver Mayor Pena against big oil. Rep. Nvdia Velasquez
(New York) on small business. Sen. Bob Casey
(Pennsylvania): McCain not a maverick but a sidekick (crowd
chants 'four more months'). Lily Ledbetter from Alabama, a
middle-aged, thin, white woman, who lost pay equity case
in Supreme Court, calmly in Southern accent tells story and
calls on Congress to pass legislation ~ to huge applause.
Former Governor Mark Warner (Virginia): nationalist on US
science, defeat terrorism. Governor Ted Strickland (Qhio):
McCain supports Bush. Governor Deval Patrick
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Barney Smith (former RP, TV [actory worker whose plant
has closed), yells 'Barney Smith before Smith Barncy'
(Citigroup brokerage, investment banking and asset
managementdivision) — crowd chants 'Barney, Bamey.' Video
of Obama: US must lead free world. Sen. Dick Durbin
(IHlinois): US wants change, 'ves we can.' Video of Obama at
2004 convention: in no other country is his story possible.
Obama: (as he speaks. people are crying. cheering, chanting
'ves we can'): failed Bush policies, veterans sleeping on the
streets, sovernment absent during Katrina; McCain voted
Bush line 90% — "'with McCain, vou're on your own'; tax
policy, encrgy independence, education, health care, pay
equity: Bush/McCain forcign policy — tough talk. bad
strategy; restore US leadership.

(soundtrack: freedom, ain't no mountain, i's a beautiful day,
move along, I'll take you there, signed sealed delivered, you're
a shining star, nothing's gonna change my world, a change
would do us good, who says vou can't go home, let the
sunshine in, born in the USA, ain't no stopping us now)

The Republican Convention (St. Paul, 1-4 Scptember)

In comparison to the DP convention, the RP one was shorter,
with fewer speakers, videos and less music; the latter included
country and western, inspirational and rock. and some of the
songs [ did not recognize; among those I did: zo Johnny go.
everyday people, Saturday night, I'm rcady to play, celebrate,
rock this town. The C-SPAN camera seemed to be continually
scanning the crowd to find minorities — relative to the DP
convention, there were far, tar fewer, But the RP enthusiasm
matched the Democrats — delegates danced and shouted.

Day 1: the first day was cut to less than an hour due to
Hurricane Gustav. The RNC chair nominated Sen. Mitch
McConnell (Kentueky) as convention chair, Credentials
Committee report. Rules and Order of Business Committee
report. The Permanent Organizations Committce moved that
House leader Rep. John Boehner (Ohio) be convention chair.
Report of the Resolutions/Platform Committee, Sen. Richard
Burr (North Carolina) spoke on the platform. Resolution of
appreciation of convention officers, organizers, staff. Laura
Bush: first priority is safety in the Gulf of Mexico. Taped
message from RP governors Perry (Texas), Riley (Alabama),
Crist (I'lorida), Barbour (Mississippi). Laura Bush brought
out Cindy McCain, and called for assistance to the Gulf states
via website causegreater.com. Cindy McCain: gave a list of
stale agencies receiving donations. (news break: Sarah Palin's
daughter is five months pregnant; Obama; families are of

limits, pcople should back off) The RP clearly was using the
hurricane to support one of its themes — service; Gustav also
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seemed like a good reason for George Bush to not show up,
as he was handling the crisis. Also noticeably absent was the
vice-president.

Day 2: Aim: present McCain's connection to themes of
service and reform. Video tribute to former RP leaders. Video
of Gerald Ford handling foreign policy. Rep. Boehner: DC
is broken with DP House most visible symbol. stop earmarks,
RP for reform. Video with shots of Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt,
Reagan, Schwarzenegger, Martin Luther King, Eisenhower,
Bush senior and junior. RNC co-chair Joann Davidson (Ohio)
on reform. Sen. Norm Coleman (Minnesota): McCain for
reform. Winner of Minnesota school essay contest on the
meaning of the {lag. A pastor: god is always with us.
Mississippi teenager who started a non-profit to renovate
homes for the poor, service, rebuild country. Rep. Bachmann
(Minnesota): McCain and service; he has an adopted
daughter. Arizona man who with McCains adopted babies
from Bangladesh after Cindy McCain's visit to a Mother
Teresa orphanage. Video on Teddy Roosevell. Former
Arizona superintendent of public schools: info on phone
numbers for Gulf assistance. Minnesota fire department
captain on service. Video of Teddy Roosevelt and Lincoln.
President of the Raza Development Fund on McCain's public
service. North Dakota non-profit helping injured farmers.
Retired army captain's story. Video on Navy SEAL who died
saving two others in 2006: country first. A POW who was
detained with McCain in Vietnam. Laura Bush: women's role
in the RP; Bush success regarding cducation, use of faith-
based charities. George Bush via video: honours McCain as
a POW: against higher taxes; supported surge. Laura Bush:
on Cindy McCain's foreign travels. Video on Reagan period
economic expansion and break-up of the Soviet Union.
Former Sen. Fred Thompson (Tennessee) on McCain family
and career. Sen. Joe Lieberman (Independent. Conneciicut):
McCain for country over party, change in DC; Obama's
eloquence is o substitute for arecord, votes DP line; Palin a
reformer.

Day 3: Aim: present issue of the economy and role of small
business. Video showing people at work. Founder of a pretzel
company on US as beacon of light. Sen. Norm Coleman
(Minnesota): for jobs, efficient government. A small business
owner. California state Sen. Maldonado on hard work, open
markets. A Kansas woman on rural, small town US. A
Pennsylvania country cxecutive on local government.
President of the National Hispanic Medical Association.
California Hispanic entrepreneur, previously for Hillary
Clinton. Virginia restaurant franchise owner, DP but McCain
for small business. Texas Railroad Commission chairman:
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of 2007 Wall Street banks revealed $50b in losses due to the
subprime crisis. and estimates of total liabilities ran at $150-
400b. The value of subprime morigage-backed bonds had
fallen 60-80% that year, No one knew the value of such
securities or how they were held by financial institutions.

In January 2008 the Bank of America rescued mortgage
lender Countrywide. That month George Soros warned in
the Financial Times that the subprime crisis now threatened
municipal, mortgage insurance and reinsurance companies,
and the credit default swap market; this was the worst
economic crisis since the Second World War.”® In a panic,
the Fed cut the federal funds rate by .75%. President Bush
proposed a $150b taxpayer give-back (up to $1.200 per
family), and called for the refinance of mortgages. Congress
caved into Bush regarding his refusal to increase
unemployment benefits, food stanips, and state and local
government relict; the pundits stated that it was unclear if
there would be a recession.” In February NYU Stern School
of Business professor Nouriel Roubini warned of a risk of
system meltdown; foreclosures were spreading to Alt-A and
prime sectors; commercial real estate was declining; credit
card, auto and student loan defaults would rise; bond insurers
would face problems: corporate defaults would increase:
estimated total losses of $1t."” Gold, oil and producer prices
rose. Investors were hoarding their cash. In March the Fed
facilitated the sale of Bear Stearns, the smallest of the five

main Wall Street investment banks, to JP Morgan Chase, and
 then set up a new $200b emergency loan f{acility. IF'ears were
expressed about Lehman Brothers and Merrill Lynch. Britain
nationalized Northern Rock, and the Carlyle Capital
Corporation fund collapsed. The Fed cut interest rates by
another .75%. In April Citigroup sold a $20b share to Abu
Dhabi, Singapore and Kuwait funds. The federal mortgage
assistance programme was not reaching most people. In June
the Fed released $400 b. In July Fanniec Mae and Freddie
Mae, private but 'government-sponsored’ morigage lenders
holding half of US home mortgages, received emergency
funds from the Fed (their stock prices down by about 75%
since January). Federal regulators scized IndyMac, the largest
savings and loan bank and biggest mortgage lender to fall so
far.'® By early September 9% of homeowners with a
mortgage were either behind in payments or foreclosed.
Nevada closed the Silver State Bank, the 11th federally
insured bank to fall in 2008."

The Campaigns

With two months 1o go, the Obama campaign held a huge
financial advantage. McCain, who raised $47m in August

(for a total of $194 m), had opted for federal campaign
financing, giving him $84m for use after the convention. In
June Obama opted out of the federal programme, duc (o the
receipt of massive donations — $66m in August (total $440
m), with $150m more coming in September.®

After the DP convention Obama and Biden appeared together
in the key battleground states of Pennsylvania and Ohio. They
spoke about the economy and encrgy policy, appealing to
the middle and working classes. Obama's set speceh model
is divided into four segments: a brief bio (his or Biden's); the
US is facing many problems, and McCain is like Bush;
information on particular policy — taxes, hcalth care,
alternative energy; an appeal to go out and campaign and
vote.?' In the context of parts of the media reacting to the RP
convention's attacks on them and mocking of community
organizers, Obama expresscd 'bewilderment’ at the portrayal
of his record. Ile appeared with McCain via satellite at the
convention of the American Association of Retired Persons;
Obama warned of RP policy on benefits (Bush's plan to
permit the investment of Social Security funds in the stock
market had been defeated in Congress). In Indiana Obama
criticized Palin's record vis-a-vis her attacks on accepting
earmarks; later he criticized her record as a reformer. At this
point, with Palin receiving so much media attention, the
campaign debated whether it would be better to ignore her.
But the issue became a moot one, as Palin was shown to be
quite capable of undoing herself as she dealt with the media.

McCam and Palin campaigned in Wisconsin and Michigan,

calling for change. In Colorado Palin referred to Biden as a

relic of the Beltway establishment. In a 7 September op-ed

conservative Charles Krauthammer referred to the choice of

Palin as "deeply problematic.”" negating any criticism of

Obama as inexperienced, even before the discovery of her

"inevitable liabilitics."* After about a week on the trail. it

was clear that part of the McCain strategy was Lo repeat over

and over such lies as Palin's being against the 'bridge to
nowhere,' and Obama as being for raising taxes.

On 11 September Palin gave her first televised interview, to
Charles Gibson of ABC. He questioned her on her experience
to be president. With regard to Russia's role in Georgia, Palin
said that Georgia should be in NATO, and if Russia attacked
then, yes, the US should go to war. Isracl, she said, has a
right to act with regard to the ITranian nuclear weapons
programme. She did not know that the "Bush doctrine’ (of
2002) concerned US preemptive intervention. She supported
going into Pakistan it necessary, and was questioned on a
previous reference to the Irag war as 'God's plan.' She
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domestic economic policy became tied in ways unusual in
the US. Indeed, the first guestion included a quote from
President Eisenhower regarding security and solvency,
querying the candidates’ views on cconomic strength as the
basis for military security. Obama stated that the US was
fighting two wars amidst a crisis caused by the shredding of
government regulations; he was optimistic that the plan would
be done, but that more measures would also be needed.
McCain: both partics were aiming for a solution,
accountability was needed, and he believed in the American
worker. To get out of the erisis, spending had to be controlled
and earmarks cut; Obama supported earmarks. Obama:
earmarks had been abused, but such allocations totaled only
S18b; McCain was for the $300b Bush tax cuts for the
wealthy, while Obama's plan would lower taxes for 90% of
households. McCain: he had fought against corruption all
his career, Obama was for new programmes, McCain wanted
to cut. Obama explained in detail his tax plan. McCain: for a
$5,000 tax credit to families to pay for health insurance, and
a cut in business taxes. Obama: there are business tax
loopholes, McCain would tax people's health care benefits
~received under employer plans. The candidates were asked
what they would give up. given the current crisis. Obama:
his plans regarding energy independence, health care and
education/science/technology had to be started. McCain: cut
ethanol subsidies and cxamine every agency including
defensc for possible cuts; institute a spending freeze for all
but veterans affairs and defense. Obama: wind down the Iraq
war, costing $10b a month. McCain: he would not hand over
health carc to the federal government,

With regard to Iraq, McCain: the US would win, he was for
the surge and Obama against. Obama: he was against going
into Irag. More troops were needed for Afghanistan as soon
as possible. McCain: the US made mistakes on Afghanistan
after the Soviet Union left; criticized Obama for saying he
would go after Osama bin Laden in Pakistan. Obama:
referenced McCain's remarks against North Korea, Iran, and
his support for President Musharraf. McCain: he had
supported the US role in Traq and Bosnia/Kosovo, was against
the action in Somalia; he has a record regarding sending
troops, while Obama only first visited Afghanistan recently.
Iran could not be allowed 1o obtain nuclear weapons, and he
was [or sanctions; a Leaguc of Democracies should be
formed; and Russia was preventing united action in the UN
Sccurity Council. Obama: the war in Iraq had strengthened
Iran, US policy had not worked. sanctions were needed and
direct diplomacy; the US should work with other countries:
its isolation strengthened Iran and North Korea. Russian
action in Georgia was unacceptable, but the US should work
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with Russia on common initiatives such as nuclear
proliferation. McCain; Obama's restraint was naive. he did
not understand the situation, that Russia was run basically
by a KGB apparatchik. Gbama did not understand the Irag-
al-Qaeda link, Obama: McCain, like Bush, viewed the world
through the single lens of Traq, while China is active in Africa
and Latin America; a broader stratcgic vision was needed.
McCain: Obama lacks experience and knowledge.

Sarah Palin and Katie Curic (CBS)

Sarah Palin was definitcly not up to handling the astute
questioning by Katic Curic. Palin claimed that living in.
Alaska, in close proximity to Russia, gave her foreign policy
experience. She seemed to not understand that the economic
bailout plan aimed to deal with the freeze in credit lines.
Palin came out against abortion, cven in the case of rape or
incest, and the morning aller pill; she was skeptical of the
connection between man and global warming. In response
1o a question on what newspapers and magazines she read,
Palin said, "I've read most of them,” but couldn't give
examples. She referred to the elite media's ‘gotcha

journalism.'*

Week of 29 September-3 October

The week began with a significant Monday morning op-ed
in the Washington Post by Fareed Zakaria (editor. Newsweek
Iniernational), cntitled "Bow Qut, Governor — Palin's
Unrecadiness Is Now Painfully Clear." Zakaria called Palin
"unqualified" to be the vice-president, and said that McCain's
choice was "fundamentally irresponsible.”

Over the weekend Congress and administration officials
finished the plan, which would: disburse $700b in three
stages; increasc oversight of Treasury: allow the government
to obtain shares in companies; limit exccutive compensation;
provide measures regarding foreclosures. On Monday Asian
markets fell: the European Central Bank injected $173b, and
the Fed increased [unds available to nine central banks to
$620b; and Citigroup announced that it was going to buy
Wachovia Bank. Then early in the afternoon. the House voted
down the plan by 12 votes; the RP rank and file had revolted
against party leadership (228-205; 140 DP and 65 RP for; 95
DP and 133 RP against). After the vote the House adjourned
for the two-day Jewish holiday. After that, markets fell
globally: the Dow down by a rccord 778 points (7%), the
Nasdaq 9.1%, and S&P 500 by 8.8% - $1.2t in value was
wiped out. Even though McCain had said that he'd formed a
yes vote coalition, the RP and McCain first blamed Speaker
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two years, Obama said it needed to be trimmed. but in
conjunction tax policy had to be solved; McCain said it would
not be hard to reform. McCain said the provision of health
insurance was a responsibility, Obama a right.

Week of 13-17 October

Given the severity of the previous week's market rout,
President Bush announced that the government would buy
up to $250b worth of shares in nine banks, including Morgan
Stanley and Goldman Sachs, and insure interbank loans.
European countries announced their own plans, worth a total
of over $2t.

Obama detailed a plan for Congressional action after the 4
November election: a 90-day moratorium on foreclosures;
cxtension of unemployment benefits, allowing the withdrawal
of some funds from retirement accounts without taxation.
Hillary Clinton addressed a rally in Philadelphia, and along
with Obama appeared in New Ilampshire. The campaign
announced that people could figure out their taxation level
under Obama's plan by going online. On the 17th Obama
received the endorsements of the Chicago Tribune (never
endorsed a DP candidate) and Washington Posi.

The McCain campaign started a wave of auto phone calls in
swing states, linking Obama to terrorists and attacking his
position on abortion. People could go to the McCain website
to sce the cost of Obama's programmes. Then, on Friday
night, Minnesota Rep. Michele Bachmann (RP) stated on
MSNBC's Hardball show that she feared Obama's anti-
American views, and that anti-American members of
Congress should be investigated. Within the next six days
her DP challenger for the House seat, Ebwyn Tinklenberg,
raised §1.3m from 20,000 people, and the race is now a toss
up. Bachmann was criticized by Colin Powell, and the
National Republican Campaign Committee pulled funding
for her. Bachmann tried to deny the intent of her words, but
this rep may be history.™

Third Presideniial Debate — 15 Oclober

With regard to Obama's tax policy, McCain accused him of
"class warfare." On cutting the budget deficit, Obama said
that any spending increases had fo be matched with other
cuts; McCain came out for a spending frecze. McCain
criticized Obama for opposing the free trade agreement with
Colombia — the country is fighting drugs, Obama has never
been there, the issue is a "no braincr.” Obama countered that
in Colombia labour leaders are assassinated, with no
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prosecutions following; human rights and labour issucs must
be included in agreements. With regard to Supreme Court
nominees, McCain said there was no litmus test for nominees,
but Roe v. Wade was a bad decision, and policy should be
left to the states. Obama said women were in the best position
to make such a decision; there is a right to privacy in the
constitution, which is not subject to state referendum. On
cducation, Obama came out for increased early childhood
education, tuition help/eredit for return community service,
and better pay for teachers. McCain was for school choice
and competition.

Over the weekend Bush met with Sarkozy, the EU
Commission president, Paulson and Condoleczza Rice at
Camp David. McCain stated that Obama's economic stimulus
plan sounded a lot like socialism, and when questioned said
he did not know if Obama was a socialist. Palin said that
Obama and Biden are for higher taxes and spreading the
wealth — which sounds more like socialism. On Sunday the
19th, while appearing on Meet the Press. retived General
Colin Powell (Bush secrctary of state 2001-04) came out
with a surprise endorsement for Obama. One reason, he said,
was the importance of future Supreme Court nominees. He
said that Obama can inspirc, his campaign is inclusive, he
has rhetorical abilitics and substance; he was troubled by the
RP. the choice of Palin {not rcady to be president), and the
use of the Ayers/terrorist issue. The RP, he said, has moved
further to the right, and the choice of Palin indicated a further
shift in that direction, McCain was unsure as to how to deal
with economic problems,*

20-31 October

While some thaw was starting to be seen in the credit markets,
fears of a global recession led to stocks falling across the
world. Negative corporate earnings reports were revealed
for Wachovia, Boeing, Merck, and morc. Profits for many
companies would be further reduced over the next two years
lue to the cash needed to fully fund pension plans after market
losses. Treasury announced a new plan to buy mutual fund
CDs, bank notes and commercial paper. World leaders are
set to meet in DC on 15 November. Investors pulled money
out of Eastern Europe, Latin America and Asia; there was a
sell-oft of Russian shares. The IMF made a deal with Iccland,
and was in talks with Hungary, Ukraine, Belarus, Serbia,
Pakistan and Turkey. On the 23rd, amidst signs that a run
was beginning on hedge funds, NYU Professor Roubini
warned that hundreds wall fail, with investors dumping assets,
and necessitating the closurc of markets for a week or miore:
atmonth's end he predicted a period of 'stag-deflation.”” For
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decisions; and to execute them. Obama was right: the US
worked from the bottom up; under the RP the country had
seen the biggest redistribution of wealth (upward) since the
1920s. Obama's plans on the economy, education, health care
and energy were better than McCain's. During the campaign,
the two most important decisions were; the choice of vice-
president, and Biden was a greal one; and the reaction to the
financial crisis — Obama had talked to his advisors, talked to
Bill Chinton and his economic advisors, Hillary Clinton,
Warren Buffett and Paul Volker; Obama had said, 'tell me
the right thing to do,' not what would be popular. Clinton
said that the world is full of good people who can't turn good
idcas into real changes; Obama had run a great campaign, he
could execute decisions. Clinton warned that the country was
"hanging in the balance."™ As the week ended, Al Gore
campaigned in West Palm Beach and Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.
Obama headed to lowa, Indiana and Nevada.

A Few Days to Go
WiLh the economy remaining the number one issue of
concern, Obama being seen as more {ocused on issues
and better on that one, and voter turnout expected to be very
high, an Obama win is predicted. This year there are over
8.5 million new volers — comprising about 12% of total voters
in Nevada, 10% in Virginia, and 8% in Ohio and New
Mexico.”! Already the 30+ states that allow early voling are
seeing huge numbers show up. States that were formerly in
play are not so any more, with more turning to Obama.

Under the US system, the Electoral Cellege actually chooses
the president, not a direct plurality of votes. Lach state has a
cerfain number of electors, based on the total number of
senators (2) and reps (number based on state population);
states choose the electors before the election, and then all
meet on 13 December to vote; all but Maine and Nebraska
award electors on a winner-take-all basis. Of the 538 electors,
270 arc nceded to win, Thus, one sees the importance of
states such as California (55 electors), Texas (34) and New
York (31). As of 29 October, onc source cstimated that Obama
had secured 259 clectors (plus 52 leaning DP), McCain 142
(plus 15 leaning), with 85 a toss up; the toss up states were
Florida {27), North Carolina (15), Missouri(11), Indiana (11),
Georgia (15), and Montana (3). Of 10 polis taken between
23 and 29 October, the pro-Obama number ranged from 47
to 52%, with Obama's average lead being 49.7 to 43.8%.%
In addition o the toss up states listed above, watch for the
close races in Ohio (20), Virginia (13), Arizona (10), Colorado
(9), New Mexico {5). Nevada (35), and West Virginia (5}
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The results will start coming in as soon as the polls close on
the East Coast, sometime after 5:30 am Sri Lanka time on
the 5th. The next and final article will deal with these. Also
covered will be the Senate, where 1/3 of scats are up for
election {current 51-49 DP, with support of 2 Independents),
and the DP should gain at least five. Watch the races in
Minnesota (DP Al I'ranken challenging), New Hampshire
nunu may be defeated), North Carolina (RP
Elizabeth Dolc may lose her seat), Kentucky (RP minority
leader McConnell in a closc race), Oregon (RP Gordon Smith
may lose), New Mexico, Colorado, Mississippi, Georgia and
Alaska; in the latter, RP Sen. Ted Stevens, convicted this
week on seven felony counts for lying about $250,000 worth
of gifts, is set to lose to the DP mayor ot Anchorage, afier 40
years in office. In the House, all seats arc up for election,
with the DP likely to increase its lead by at least 20 {now
235-199). Eleven states are holding contests for governor
(current 28-22 DP advantage).

11
(23

The only question seems to be by how much Obama and the
DP will win: but even a foew days is a very long time, and a
lot of people are holding their breath. Me, too — matching
the enthusiasm 1 saw at ground level is a fear for the satety
of Obama, the realization that the Bush administration may
produce a foreign policy stunt, and a wariness about the
soundness of the polling system, especially in states with a
RP administration. However, if for any reason the results arc
scen to have been tampered with, watch for the real fireworks
to begin.

Notes

! Two good articles on McCain’s career are: Michael Tomasky,

-“Who Is John McCain?” nybooks.com, 12.6.08; and David D.

Kirkpatrick, “The Long Run: Taste of Senate Set Capt. McCain on
a New Path,” nytimes.com, 29.5.08. o

? Jonathan Weisman, “Candidates Begin to Show Where They
Might Be Vulnerable — Obama’s Switches: Flip-Flopping or
Pragmatism?’; and Los Angeles Times, “Pushing Labels.” Hartford
Courant, 30.6.08.

3 Frank Rich, “McCain’s McClellan Nightmare,” nytimes.comn,
1.6.08. '

“ Dan Balz and Michael D. Shear, “McCain Shakes up His Team,"
Hartford Courant, 3.7.08; Liz Sidoti. “Analysis: McCain Struggles
to Regain Footing,” 4P, 6.7.08; Adam Nagourney and Jim
Rutenbere, “Embracing a Free-Form Style, McCain Leads a Camp
Divided,” New York Times, 10.8.08.

* Foon Rhee, “To Aid Obama, Kerry Takes On an Old Foe,” Boston
Globe, 14.8.08.

¢ See: Alec MacGillis, "As Mavor of Wasilla, Palin Cut Own Duties,
Left Trail of Bad Blood," Hushington Post, 14.9.08; Amy Goldstein,
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