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T hree women have been trampled to death during a stampede 
for an $8 cash handout in Sri Lanka’s capital Colombo amid 
growing desperation among Sri Lankans struggling to make 

ends meet during a coronavirus lockdown  - News item

In the night news,
that one clever close up of
A mound of threadbare
rubber slippers

The slippers speak 
Their mouths 
are holes in the heels 
Talking of walking 
miles in search of 
Milk for their children 
Food for their families  
Wasted by basic needs 
The slippers speak 
as their wearers walk  
then run 

quietly despair 
die trying.
No one listens.

Slippers with no feet now 
but finally, maybe,
a voice.
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