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PALESTINE

A Voice from Palestine
M. A. Nuhman

Israeli defence minister says: ‘‘We are fighting with human animals” and Prime Minister Netanyahu  says in 
his address to the nation: ‘‘Israel is fighting with the enemies of civilization … This war is between the forces of 
civilization and the forces of barbarism’’. This poem is in response to their utterances.

You say, 
You are fighting with human animals and 
That’s how they should be dealt with.
Yes, you can only speak like that.

Your brain is benumbed.
Your heart is parched.

Do not insult animals.
Animals are friends of people.
You and I cannot live in this world 
without animals.
Do not insult animals.

Animals do not encroach and occupy others’ lands.
Animals do not bomb and kill people.
Animals do not rob a country.
Animals do not chase people out of their homes.
They do not destroy villages.
They do not make people refugees.
Do not insult animals.

Think who you are
and how you came here,
how you chased us out,
how you killed us,
how you destroyed our villages,
how you made refugees of us,
how you imprisoned us.
Think of these, if you can. 

You have lost your memory.
Your conscience is dead.
Your heart is parched.
Your brain is benumbed.
You say we are terrorists.
You say we are human animals.
Do not insult animals.

eP nrhy;fpwha;ehq;fs; kdpj tpyq;FfSld; NghupLfpNwk; 

vd;W

mtu;fis mg;gbj;jhd; elj;jNtz;Lk; 

vd;W nrhy;fpwha;

eP mg;gbj;jhd; nrhy;tha;

cd; %is kuj;Jtpl;lJ 

cd; ,jak; fha;e;Jtpl;lJ

tpyq;Ffis mtkjpahNj

tpyq;Ffs; kdpjupd; Njhou;fs;

tpyq;Ffs; ,y;yhj cyfpy; 

ePAk; ehDk; thoKbahJ

tpyq;Ffis mtkjpahNj

tpyq;Ffs; Mf;fpukpg;gjpy;iy

tpyq;Ffs; Fz;LtPrp kdpjiuf; nfhy;tjpy;iy

tpyq;Ffs; xU Njrj;ij mgfupg;gjpy;iy

tpyq;Ffs; kdpjiuj;

jq;fs; tPLfis tpl;Lj; Juj;Jtjpy;iy

fpuhkq;fis epu;%ykhf;Ftjpy;iy

tpyq;Ffs; kdpjiu mfjpfshf;Ftjpy;iy

tpyq;Ffis mtkjpahNj

eP ahu; vd;W Nahrpj;Jg;ghu;

eP vq;fpUe;J te;jha;

vg;gb ,q;Fte;jha;

vd;gij vz;zpg;ghu;

vg;gb vq;fs; kz;zpy; fhY}d;wpdha;

vg;gb vq;fisj; Juj;jpdha;

vg;gb vq;fs; fpuhkq;fis mopj;jha;

vg;gb vq;fisf; nfhd;WFtpj;jha;

vg;gb vq;fis mfjpfshf;fpdha;

vg;gb vq;fisr; rpiwapy; milj;jha;

vd;gij vz;zpg;ghu;

cdf;F vy;yhk; kwe;Jtpl;lJ

cd;kdr;rhl;rp kbe;Jtpl;lJ

cd; ,jak; fha;e;Jtpl;lJ
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Is it not you that shattered our peace?
Is it not you that destroyed our beehive?
Is it not you that felled our olive trees?
Is it not you that forced us to take up arms?
Is it not you that made our children pick up stones?
Now, you say we are terrorists.
We are human animals.
Do not insult animals.

You say 
‘We are fighting the enemies of civilization’
and you say 
‘This war is between forces of civilization
and forces of barbarism’.
Is it not the joke of the century?
Are you saying what I should be saying?
Is not Satan reciting the scriptures?
Is it not you
that is the worst enemy of human civilisation
that travels along the same path as Hitler 
following him?

The big terrorists of the world 
support you, but 
open your eyes to see
people with a sense of justice
rise against you around the world. 
Your own people with a sense of justice
rise against you in your own country.
Your end is near. 

Tyrants cannot survive forever.
History will spit on them.
You follow their line.
Your end is near.

Your conscience is dead.
Your heart is parched.
Your brain is benumbed.
Your mind is confused.
You have lost your memory. 
  
You say that we are human animals,
barbarians and enemies of civilisation.
You seek to destroy us completely and 
dream of a peaceful sleep.
That will not happen 
as long as a drop of justice
survives in this world.
It cannot happen.
There is no peace for the one who destroys the peace 
of others.
There is no freedom for the one who robs others of 

cd; %is kuj;Jtpl;lJ

eP vq;fisg; gaq;futhjp vd;fpwha;

 kdpj tpyq;Ffs; vd;fpwha;

tpyq;Ffis mtkjpahNj

vq;fs; mikjpiaf; Fiyj;jtd; 

eP ,y;iyah

vq;fs; Njd;$l;ilf; fiyj;jtd; 

eP ,y;iyah

vq;fs; xypt kuq;fis mopj;jtd; 

eP ,y;iyah

vq;fisj; Jg;ghf;fp J}f;fitj;jtd; 

eP ,y;iyah

vq;fs; Foe;ijfisf; fy;nghWf;fitj;jtd; 

eP ,y;iyah

,g;NghJ eP vq;fisg; gaq;futhjp vd;fpwha;

kdpj tpyq;Ffs; vd;fpwha;

tpyq;Ffis mtkjpahNj

eP nrhy;fpwha;

ehq;fs; ehfuPfj;jpd; vjpupfSld; 

NghupLfpNwhk; vd;W

,J ehfuPf rf;jpfSf;Fk; 

fhl;Lkpuhz;bfSf;Fk; 

,ilapyhd Nghu; vd;W nrhy;fpwha;

,e;j E}w;whz;bd; ngupa eifr;Rit 

,y;iyah ,J

ehd; nrhy;yNtz;baij eP nrhy;fpwhah

rhj;jhd; Ntjk; XJfpwjh

`pl;yUf;Fg; gpwF

mtd;ghijapy; nry;Yk;

kdpj ehfuPfj;jpd; Nkhrkhd vjpup 

eP ,y;iyah

cyfpd; ngupa gaq;futhjpfs;

cd;id Mjupf;fpwhu;fs;

Mdhy; cd; fz;fisj; jpwe;Jghu;

 ePjp czu;r;rp nfhz;l kf;fs;

cynfq;Fk; cdf;nfjpuhff;

fpsu;e;njOfpwhu;fs;

ePjp czu;r;rp kpf;f cd; nrhe;j kf;fNs 

cdf;nfjpuhff; fpsu;e;njOfpwhu;fs;

cq;fs; KbT neUq;fptpl;lJ

mepahaf; fhuu;fs; epiyj;jpUg;gjpy;iy

tuyhW mtu;fisf; fhwp ckpo;fpwJ

me;j tupirapy; eP te;Jepw;fpwha;

cd; KbT neUq;fptpl;lJ

cd; kdr;rhl;rp kbe;Jtpl;lJ

cd; ,jak; fha;e;Jtpl;lJ

cd; %is kuj;Jtpl;lJ

cd; rpj;jk; fyq;fptpl;lJ

cdf;F vy;yhk; kwe;Jtpl;lJ

eP vq;fis kdpj tpyq;Ffs; vd;fpwha;

fhl;Lkpuhz;bfs; vd;fpwha;

ehfuPfj;jpd; vjpup vd;fpwha;
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their freedom.
You may kill more and more of us
by dropping
thousands and thousands of bombs.  
But we will rise again and again
from the rubble 
from the ashes 
to shatter your dream.

Cast away your arms into the Red Sea
and approach me with an
olive branch, and
I will forgive your sins of 
seventy-five years and embrace you.
I will offer you a place to live in my land
so that
we may sleep and wake up peacefully in our homes.
Are you ready for that?

Let your heart moisten.
Let feeling sprout in you.
Let clarity fill your mind.
Are you ready for that?
Are you ready 
to throw your arms into the sea and
come to me with an olive branch?
Until then the dispersed bees 
Will continue to chase you and
continue to disturb you.

Do not dream of destroying us completely.
That will not happen 
as long as a drop of justice
survives in this world.
It cannot happen.

01. 11. 2023

Translated from Tamil by M. A. Nuhman and  
S. Sivasegaram

M. A. Nuhman is a poet, literary critic, and translator 
who has published more than 30 books. He retired as 
Professor of Tamil at the University of Peradeniya, Sri 
Lanka. His poem 'Murder' ('Buddharin Padukolai' in the 
Tamil-language original) is a highly acclaimed protest of 
the 1981 burning of the Jaffna Public Library.  

vq;fis Kw;whf mopj;Jtpl 

Mirg;gLfpwha;

vq;fis mopj;Jtpl;L 

epk;kjpaha;j; J}q;fyhk; 

vdf; fdTfhz;fpwha;

mJ elf;fhJ

cyfpy; xU Jsp ePjp ,Uf;Fk;tiu

mJ elf;fhJ

gpwupd; mikjpiaf; Fiyj;jtDf;F

VJ mikjp

gpwupd; Rje;jpuj;ijg; gwpj;jtDf;F

VJ Rje;jpuk;

,d;Dk; ,d;Dk; 

Mapuk; Mapuk;

Fz;Lfis tPrp 

eP vq;fis mopf;fyhk;

me;j  ,bghLfspy; ,Ue;J

me;jr; rhk;gypy; ,Ue;J

kPz;Lk; kPz;Lk; 

ehq;fs; capu;j;njONthk;

cd; fdTfisf; fiyg;Nghk;

cd; MAjq;fis nrq;flypy; tPrptpl;L

xU xyptk; fpisiaf; ifapy; vLj;Jf;nfhz;L

 vd;id Nehf;fpth

vOgj;ije;J tUlfhy

cd; ghtq;fis ehd; kd;dpj;JtpLfpNwd;

cd;id mutizj;Jf;nfhs;fpNwd;

vd; kz;zpy; tho cdf;Fk; ,lk; jUfpNwd;

ehk; ek; tPLfspy; epk;kjpahfj; J}q;fp voyhk;

mjw;F eP jahuh

cd; ,jaj;jpy; <uk; frpal;Lk;

cd; czu;T Jspu;f;fl;Lk;

cd; rpj;jk; njspal;Lk;

mjw;F eP jahuh

cd; MAjq;fisf; flypy; tPrptpl;L

xU xyptk; fpisAld; tu eP jahuh

mJtiu fiyf;fg;gl;l NjdPf;fs;

cd;idj; Juj;jpf;nfhz;Nl ,Uf;Fk;

cd; fhjpy; ,iue;Jnfhz;Nl ,Uf;Fk;

vq;fis Kw;whf mopj;Jtplyhk;

vd;W kl;Lk; fdTfhzhNj

mJ elf;fhJ

cyfpy; xU Jsp ePjp ,Uf;Fk;tiu

mJ elf;fhJ


